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Samford Futures
in a nutshell
Samford Futures was initiated and facilitated by the ViVa
Samford sub-committee of the Samford Progress and
Protection Association Inc. The process, which began in
2011, was highly inclusive and completely community
driven. It was resourced mainly by the voluntary contributions of community members, with additional financial
support by the Progress Association and the Moreton Bay
Regional Council.
The initial insights and aspirations of a significant proportion of the community were gathered through face-toface consultations and a paper-based survey. People were
invited to say what things they wanted to ‘keep at all costs
in Samford’, what they’d like to change, what new things
could be done and who they thought should do them.
Through public conversations, electronic dialogue, a web
presence and the pages of the Village Pump, a transparent
process of analysis, debate and decision forming led to a
focus on eight main areas, which eventually became the
chapters of this report.
The establishment of the innovative Samford Commons
at the Samford Parklands precinct will fulfil the promise
of a unique parcel of land where recreation, culture and
environmental sustainability can be housed creatively.
The Commons would include an Urban Farming Centre,
School of Sustainability, Arts Precinct and shared business
facilities. The revegetation of the Parklands with indigenous species and the incorporation of public art are also
priorities.
The village identity and the overall development
plan for the Valley were key issues in the community.
Property owners and the public identified five precincts in
the Village where quality of amenity is paramount. This
requires a strong process of collaboration with Moreton
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Bay Regional Council to develop a Local Area Plan that
reflects the community aspiration to retain the highquality rural amenity and liveability of Samford.
The arts have a profound impact on the social and
economic wellbeing of communities. Creative Samford, a
network of over 120 artists, was born out of the Samford
Futures process. The vision includes public art, arts trails,
and an arts precinct at the Commons to showcase visual
and performing arts.

People movement focuses on the sustainable movement
of people via road, rail, bikeways, walkways and riding
trails. A detailed map of the existing Samford trails
network has been published as a result of the action of
the People Movement Group, Council and other stakeholders. Proposed action includes extensive bikeways,
enhanced public transport and the improvement of
pedestrian traffic and parking in the Village.
Sustainable food culture has a huge potential in Samford.
An Urban Farming Centre is proposed at the Commons
and it is envisaged that locally grown food would be sold
via retail outlets, at the ‘farm gate’ and at twilight markets.
The vision includes planting of food plants along recreational trails and in public spaces.
Community participation and decision making is a
core element of Samford’s capacity to implement its vision
and to renew it over time. The Progress Association will
continue as the main conduit for community engagement
and decision making. The Samford Futures model will
be the foundation for ongoing engagement so that the
community can continue to focus on its strengths and
build optimism, energy and a sense of working together.

and schools. This needs to be installed in a sustainable way
that is sensitive to the environment and public amenity.
Sustainable Samford identifies that the social, economic
and environmental sustainability of Samford will be best
served by a vibrant and connected Village and a wellresourced Samford Commons. The vision includes a
twilight market for local products, a sustainable business
precinct, and the adoption of a Local Area Plan that will
reinforce and build Samford’s status as a ‘green lung’ for
the region. The formation of a School of Sustainability
and the development of a Sustainability Transition Plan
will facilitate Samford’s move toward being a sustainable
local economy.
Already, the Futures process has enabled a number of these
aspirations to become a reality. This will be strengthened
as more people become involved, add their value and
commit to collective action. The engagement by Samford
people, their trust in a lengthy process and the final vision
are testament to the capacity of communities to rise to
the challenge.

The Samford community needs a top class telecommunications and digital future. The Valley requires a
high-speed, high-bandwidth telecommunications system
to deliver existing and future needs of families, businesses
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Foreword
The rejection of the proposed ‘supermarket development’ in Samford is a great example of how a
community can be galvanised into successful action. As part of the process, the Progress Association
established a sub-committee called ViVa (Vision for our Village and Valley) under the leadership of
Howard Nielsen. This group has since tackled other important local issues.
The nucleus of this group has greatly expanded and continues to serve the local community. The
results can be seen in this visionary document, ‘Samford Futures’, which brings together the input
from wide community consultation, resulting in a comprehensive vision of how the people of the
Valley would like their unique area to progress in the future.
My congratulations to the dedicated team from ViVa and the wider community in developing and
producing such an important document, which should inform planning in development in the
Samford Valley for many years to come.

John Atkinson
President, Samford & District Progress & Protection Association Inc.
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Why Samford
Futures?

The Futures process aims to gain consensus about a
vision for the Valley that reflects the strengths, beliefs,
needs and aspirations of the community. It is ‘future
making’ rather than ‘future waiting’.
The community is being proactive in shaping its own
future rather than taking the chance that others will
make good decisions on our behalf. Our vision for
Samford needs to dovetail into the Town Planning
process being undertaken by the Moreton Bay Regional
Council. The timing is perfect for that.

The consultation process
should include the setting
up of task groups to see
through the delivery of
priorities identified during
the process.
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What assumptions did we make?

How have we gone about it?

The process was designed as a collaborative, positive approach to connect with
the Samford Valley community. This included assumptions that the process
would work better if we:

This project is a result of four rounds of consultation since March 2011, starting
with an open meeting of ViVa Samford (a sub-committee of the Samford and
District Progress and Protection Association) to analyse
the results of an extensive community survey and faceWithout the willing and
to-face consultations. This led to the establishment of
positive engagement of a
the eight working groups. Each group held meetings
broad cross-section of the
and workshops, and group convenors met on regular
community, this process
basis to ensure the integration of the various plans. A
would not have worked in
large number of community groups in the Samford
such a dynamic way.
district were interviewed to determine their short-term
and long-term plans and to involve them in the Futures
process.

•

understand that people will respond to a structured
and fair approach because they believe that it will
have a more achievable outcome

•

build on the current and past strengths of the
Samford Valley community

•

acknowledge that when people have their past
achievements appreciated they are more likely to
propose challenging ideas for the future and will be
more optimistic about fulfilling them

•

acknowledge that people’s preconceived ideas about community consultation may negatively affect their attitude to becoming involved

•

believe that the collective insight, creativity and common sense of a
community are sufficient to create a future that is aspirational, achievable
and sustainable.

The Futures process has involved:
•

continual community consultation, involving widespread and open
engagement of people to generate high levels of ownership and energy

•

liaising with Council, business, community groups and other stakeholders

•

reporting back to the community on the process, ideas and outcomes.

Without the willing and positive engagement of a broad cross-section of
the community, this process would not have worked in such a dynamic and
productive manner.
The step-by-step process is outlined on the following page, which shows a
timeline of the key events, inputs and outcomes so far.
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Samford Futures

Timeline of the Samford Futures process

2010

2011

2012
Public workshop
on Making sense
of the survey
outcomes. Survey
outcomes sent to
Council planners

THE
CONSULTATION
PROCESS
Community informed
fortnightly on ViVa
activity through
Village Pump

ViVa meeting
agrees to a
proposal for
Samford Futures
process

Question asked
"Should we make our
future or wait for it?"
Answer"We should
make it!"

Big box supermarket
proposal 2008-2010
is catalyst for ViVa
Samford acting for
the community

Community
survey and
interviews on
Future Making
not Future
Waiting

Progress
Association
endorses
proposal for
Samford
Futures

Annual report to
Progress Assoc –
some funding
agreed

Village precinct plan
agreed in principle at
business/community
workshop

Futures action
groups set up at
public workshop
What will
tomorrow bring?

2013
Experience Samford Futures
event informs and engages
people from the
community

Action groups
report at Progress
Association
meeting

Action
groups
finalise
plans

Samford Futures
major event organising
group set up.
Council agrees to fund
part of the Samford
Futures process.

Action group
convenors
affirm
integration
of plans

Action group
convenors
check progress

Strategy in
place to have
more people
to take agreed
actions

Annual report
to Progress
Assoc – some
funding agreed

THE ACTIONS
Green Street
Café results
in advocacy
for bike trails
and buses

Football club
opens at
Samford
Parklands

Samford
Parklands tennis
and netball
complex opens

Big box
supermarket
proposal is
withdrawn

QUT and
Qld Govt
transport
research
report
issued

Schools
participate in
Green Street
Schools
Challenge

KEY
Samford Parklands

Sustainable food culture

Village development and
identity

Community participation and
decision making

The arts

Telecommunications and digital futures

People movement

Sustainable Samford

Analysis of
sustainable
food
opportunities
completed

@creative
samford
forms and
regular
meetings
begin
Public QUT
transport
meetings

Public
meeting on
telecomms
tower

Regular
arts page
starts in
Village
Pump

Survey
outcomes put
on website

Solar neighbourhood
project sees 200+ solar
installations in Samford
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Samford
Green St
Business
Precinct
launches

Big solar
community
event

@creative
samford arts
register
created

Sustainability
Hub opens at
Farmers Hall

Chamber of Commerce
partners with Green Street
to set up Sustainable
Business Precinct

Council and
Trail Group
coordination
meeting

Recreation
trail guide
published.
School bus
and public
transport
commuter
review
“Changing our
Bag Habits”
action group
set up

Arts trail
working
group
formed

Samford
Commons
proposal
presented
to Council

Urban
Farming
Centre
concept
presented
to Council
Meet Mayor to
advocate better
proposal for
telco tower

Everyone’s
future

Digital
economy
public
workshop

Steering
group and
business plan
for Urban
Farming
Centre
Comm reps
advocate
rejection of
Telstra
tower
proposal

“Changing
Our Bag
Habits”
project
launches

Samford
Futures
report
published

Urban Farming
Centre concept
formed and group
of interested
parties established

SE Qld Bus
Network
Review Round
1 submitted to
Translink

Grant for
revegetation
of creeks in
Parklands

Twilight market
concept agreed

Two
universities
interested in
Sustainability
Hub

BFA (top organic
farming body) plan to
use Urban Farming
Centre as pilot for
agriculture training

More advertising of
399 bus service

All groups
take action
on Samford
Futures
vision

Feasibility study
begins for
community-owned
solar farm
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Samford Parklands
“Rarely does an opportunity
arise for a community to have
access to a unique parcel of land
where recreation, cultural and
environmental education can be
creatively housed together.”

Samford Futures | March 2013

7

1

Samford Parklands

1.3 Existing uses of
Samford Parklands

1.1 History and background
The 700 acre former CSIRO Tropical Pasture Research
Station was a contributor to Samford’s social, economic
and landscape values for at least 40 years until the Federal
Government directed it to be sold around the year 2000.
Its existence over that time was accepted by the local
community and governing councils as an unchanging
anchor in the landscape. The character of the property
has had a profound influence on the nature of Samford
village by assisting to keep it compact and distinct. It has
also provided the pleasant northern entry to the Village
that brings the historical rural nature of the Valley right
to the doorstep of the village.

1.3.1 Intensive recreation precinct
According to the 2004 Master Plan, around 13% of
the total area was allocated as an intensive recreation
precinct. In response to community requests to provide
much-needed sporting facilities, the Council proceeded
to develop this multi-use sports zone as a priority.
Expenditure to date has been $11.5 million. The current
list of clubs using Samford Parklands include:

Several historical structures occur on the site, including
the remains of the rail bridge across the South Pine River,
and two hilltop sites along the eastern border were identified as being culturally significant to the Undambi and
Gubbi Gubbi people.
Once the CSIRO was directed to offer the property for
sale, a lengthy process of consultation began between
Pine Rivers Shire Council and the Samford Community.
A Statement of Planning Policy (PE SP 201/8/2001;
http://www.moretonbay.qld.gov.au/) was prepared, which
stated the Council’s position in relation to the redevelopment of the land and ultimately led to the signing of
an Infrastructure Agreement between the Council and
CSIRO. In essence, the agreement guaranteed that upon
sale of the land 50% of the property would be retained
for public ownership. (NB: Within this area, the existing
buildings are on a separate title deed: the Special Purposes
Precinct.)

With the expertise of a
multitude of like-minded
environmentally aware people
throughout Samford and the
shire, we could see this rare
parcel of land attract and
inspire future generations.
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•

Samford Tennis Club

•

Samford Netball Club

•

Samford Bowls Club

•

Samford Rangers Football Club

•

Samford Valley Archery Club.

1.3.2 Special purposes precinct
The CSIRO Tropical Pasture Research Station provided a pleasant northern entry to Samford village

1.2 The former Pine Rivers Shire Council Master Plan 2004
In 2004, in collaboration with the Samford community,
Council produced a document, ‘Samford Valley CSIRO
Parklands Master Plan Study’, incorporating a variety of
uses. It can be found at:
http://www.moretonbay.qld.gov.au/projects.aspx
These comprised:
•

an environmental reserve (primarily along the waterways of the Samford Creek and the South pine River)

•

intensive recreation precinct (multi-use sports zones)

•

a special purposes precinct (buildings for potential
commercial and tourism uses, such as cafes, arts and
craft markets, etc.)

•

a passive recreational precinct (for informal sports,
walking cycling, picnics and barbeques)

•

a roadside buffer (open space alongside Mount
Samson Road to preserve the rural landscape aspect)

•

the Gibbons Road precinct (part of the environmental reserve with recreational trail access and a
possible campground)

Since 2007, the public component of the site has been
known as Samford Parklands.

The buildings in the precinct, which was formerly used
for pasture research, include various timber structures,
greenhouses, two large glasshouses and a large covered
machinery shed. State Government departments, the
Moreton Bay Regional Council, community groups and
individuals are currently using the facilities for a variety
of purposes. Despite being in need of maintenance, the
buildings are essentially functional and form an attractive precinct along the entry from Mount Samson Road.
General services, such as water and sewerage,would need
upgrading for any future development.

1.3.3 Other current uses
The passive recreation precinct is largely undeveloped, but
is currently used for:

The agreement guaranteed that
upon sale of the land, 50% of the
property would be retained for public
ownership.

•

private cattle/horse agistment

•

walking

•

public recreational use

•

the land to the east of Mount Samson Road is being
developed as the RSL Avenue of Honour (to be
completed by 2015).
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Samford Parklands

M.B.R.C. SAMFORD
PARKLANDS
MASTER PLAN
2004
LEGEND
ENVIRONMENTAL
RESERVE
SPECIAL USE
AREA

Use some of the CSIRO
buildings for live art and
performance studios and
small business incubators
in cottage industries.

Former Pine Rivers Shire Council Parklands Master Plan 2004

SAMFORD FUTURES
Samford Futures | March 2013

SAMFORD COMMONS

ARTS

I ENVIRONMENT I EDUCATION PRECINCT
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Samford Parklands

1.4 Community aspirations
1.4.1 The vision

1.4.2 Rehabilitate the
creeks, gullies and river

The community’s vision
The community’s vision is to use this
is to use this public
public space to create a sustainable
In the 2004 Master Plan, the envispace
to
create
a
parkland area that will inspire future
ronmental reserve precinct extends
sustainable parkland
generations and further develop the
50 metres from the top of the river
area
that
will
inspire
concept of Samford as the ‘green lung’
bank and comprises 50 per cent of
future generations.
of the greater Brisbane region. Based
the total area. To reduce erosion,
on the suggested uses in the 2004
improve amenity and provide valuMaster Plan and from the ViVa 2011
able corridors for native wildlife,the
Community Survey, the community has suggested that
banks of the creeks, gullies and river should be extensively
the Samford Parklands become a destination focusing
rehabilitated and revegetated. Clearing of weeds and
on community recreation, sustainability and cultural
revegetation is required in some adjacent sections and
activity. Following the initial phase of development on
this would involve planting indigenous native species (of
the site, which comprised largely sporting facilities and
local provenance, where possible). A new bushcare group
road development, it seems appropriate to replicate this
would be set up to remove weeds and to maintain the
investment in the areas of culture, sustainability, the arts
native vegetation. As noted in page 5 of the 2004 Master
and education.
Plan, to avoid the spread of weeds, horse trails should not
pass through this area.
The community proposes the establishment of The
Samford Commons (a sustainability and arts resource
Furthermore, the Plan suggested using boardwalks close
centre), based on principles of appropriate land use and
to the water in the wetlands surrounding the South Pine
design, consideration of historical precedent and social
River behind the Samford Rangers football fields.
principals of community participation. For further detail
of theSAMFORD
proposal,PARKLANDS
see Section 1.5.
INTEGRATING RECREATION CULTURE ENVIRONMENT

I

I

1.4.3 Revegetation of the parklands
To improve the overall amenity, and for educational
purposes, parts of the parklands could be revegetated
with plants indigenous to the wider Samford District.
This revegetation could be incorporated into the passive
recreation precinct (in the 2004 Master Plan, this
comprises 30 per cent of the total area), as well as the
environmental reserve. As well as planting along pathways
and placing shade trees and windbreaks next to picnic
sites (see Section 1.4.8) – several themed plantings could
be included, based on habitat types, for example:
•

native grasslands in the open areas (which would
remove the need for mowing)

•

dry eucalypt woodland on some of the exposed slopes

•

wet eucalypt forest in some of the moister areas

•

heathlands and wetlands.

Along with the environmental reserve, these staged plantings would have an educational function to show the
large diversity of local indigenous plants that can be used
into cultivation in the Samford district. Suitable species
include the iconic Macadamia, which was first discovered by Leichhardt alongside the South Pine River near
Samford (and Walter Hill later took seed for the Brisbane
Botanic Gardens).
Other ideas for themes to educate and inspire people to
use native plants include:

RECREATION

CULTURE

ENVIRONMENT

I
I
I

SPORTS FIELDS, WALKING TRAILS, PUBLIC AMENITY

SAMFORD COMMONS : ARTS, ENVIRONMENT &,SUSTAINABILITY & EDUCATION PRECINCT

NATURAL VEGETATION REHABILITATION & URBAN AGRICULTURE

Samford
Parklands
– integrating recreation,
culture
and environment
SAMFORD
FUTURES
SAMFORD
COMMONS
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•

bush tucker plants

•

medicinal plants used by Indigenous people

•

butterfly host plants

•

koala trees (koalas prefer particular eucalypt species)

•

native bee attracting plants

•

natives suitable for hedges or windbreaks

•

fire-retardant species

•

timber trees (perhaps a Mitchell Farm Forestry
demonstration plot using local species)

Detailed signage would provide valuable educational
information for locals, students and visitors. Once the
revegetation is established, the parklands would provide
valuable habitat for birds, butterflies, frogs and other local
fauna. In decades to come, the resource would evolve to
become part of the regional botanical garden network
that has been so successful throughout Queensland.
To fund the plantings and ongoing maintenance, a combination of corporate and other sponsorship, government
grants and even carbon credits could be used to keep the
ratepayer contribution to a minimum.
The first stage of the revegetation is already under way.
In December 2012, the Samford Valley Progress and
Protection Association, the MBRC and other partners were successful in being awarded a grant as part
of the Queensland State Government’s ‘Everyone’s
Environment’ initiative. This will enable a 5000 m2
section of the Parklands behind the Bowls Club to be
revegetated using local rainforest species indigenous to
the nearby Ward’s Scrub.

1.4.4 Establish an Urban Farming Centre
To demonstrate sustainable usage of land, an area of the
parkland of around 10–15 acres could be set aside for
an Urban Farming Centre and an organic food growing
demonstration project. For further details see Section 5.5.

1.4.5 Establish a camping site at Gibbons
Road
To benefit local tourism, a campground could be established in the Gibbons Road Precinct as a venue for
overnight and ‘short stay’ visitors to Samford Valley. This
campground could be council run or a privately leased
site. The area would provide cleared campsites with basic
facilities (shower and toilet facilities and a basic structure
for camp cooking and picnicking would be provided).
Over time, the area could be developed to include camp
huts and/or small basic dormitories for school groups.

I ENVIRONMENT I EDUCATION PRECINCT
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Samford Parklands
This facility would provide a much needed camping area
for:
•

bike riders who will be using the new bike path that
will be joining Samford to Ferny Grove and beyond.

•

school groups and others that wish to take part in
tree-planting, organic gardening, craft or other activities that will be offered at the re-developed parklands.

•

‘grey nomads’ who wish to camp or caravan close to
Brisbane city but who also wish to enjoy and partake
in the many activities (markets, workshops, etc.)
offered at the Samford Commons site.

•

families who live in the city but want to give their
children a ‘country’ experience.

The area proposed as The Campground is on Gibbons
road (see Master Plan map) and is easily accessible from
the Village and the Parklands by existing pathways.

1.4.6 Establish walking and cycling trails
To ensure good access to the site and movement around
it, a network of trails suitable for walking and cycling
(and some designated for horse riding) should be created
throughout the Parklands. These would link to the
existing trails around the Valley (see Chapter 4), to the
RSL Avenue of Honour and to Samford Village. Some
of these trails would feature educational boards about
the history of the site (Indigenous uses, agricultural uses)
and the (re)vegetation. This network of interconnected
pathways would encourage the public to access areas
within the Parklands site and allow them to explore and
enjoy the rehabilitated area filled with restored creek and
river banks (Section 1.4.2), public artwork (1.4.7) and
the Urban Farming Centre (5.5).The trails should have
particularly strong connections to Samford Village and
the proposed Samford Commons (see map and Section
1.5).

The approximate location of the proposed campground on Gibbons Road

1.4.8 Added amenities
•

•

1.4.7 Parklands as a venue for public art
To improve the visual appeal and to stir the imagination
of visitors, the parklands should include art installations
by local artists at strategic locations throughout the site.
For further details see Section 3.4.6.

Samford Futures | March 2013

•

Picnic facilities: To improve the amenity of the
passive recreation precinct, public picnic sites with
shade structures (and/or shade trees) and barbeques
should be constructed in all suitable areas and should
be linked by the trail network (see 2004 Master Plan
pp. 22, 26 and 27 for details).
Exercise trail: To improve the health and wellbeing of
Samford residents and visitors, an exercise trail with
distance markers should be constructed in either the
passive recreation precinct or the intensive recreation precinct. This would be linked to the wider trail
network.
Internal roads and car parking: as
per the 2004 Master Plan, the road
network should be integrated into
the design to limit the impact on
the natural values of the site and
car parks should be set back well
into the park. Car parks should be
dispersed, not concentrated.

•

Children’s playground: To encourage families to use
the parklands, a children’s playground should be
constructed in the passive recreation precinct. This
would be linked to the trail network.

•

Skate park: To encourage younger people to use the
parklands, a skate park should be constructed in
the intensive recreation precinct, probably close to
the Tennis Club. This would be linked to the trail
network.

•

Off-leash dog area: to encourage pet owners to
use the parklands, an off-leash dog area should be
constructed in the passive recreation
precinct, probably close to the car
parks. This would be linked to the
To stir the imagination
trail network.
of visitors, the

parklands should
include art installations
by local artists at
strategic locations.

•
Signage: directional signage
and interpretive signage should be
installed throughout the Parklands,
with the style embodying the rural
character.

Major planting and
planned parkland with
walking paths and bike
paths at the old CSIRO
site, between the tennis
courts and the old CSIRO
buildings.
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Samford Parklands
C.S.I.R.O. EXISTING BUILDINGS

A SMALL SCALE CAMPUS

1.5 The Samford Commons proposal
1.5.1 Existing buildings
The existing buildings in the special purposes precinct lie either side of a
central street, giving the precinct the character of a small community campus.
The alignment of the street gives the majority of the buildings a favourable
northerly aspect. The buildings are clustered together with small spaces in
between. These spaces currently offer neither amenity nor spatial quality, but
have the potential to become meaningful outdoor spaces. They can provide
interconnections that allow building spaces to open onto public space.
The precinct currently lacks landscaping, coherent public spaces and footpaths, and the external building fabric is unappealing. Although the buildings
are physically close to each other, they are not interlinked and the entrances are
small and facing different directions.

1.5.2 Overall vision
The community’s vision is to create a sustainability and arts resource centre,
known as the Samford Commons, based on the existing precinct. The two
main activities would involve the arts and sustainability, with a strong focus
on community education. Related activities and compatible uses would be
co-located in their own sub-precincts, so generating synergies. Different activities may be undertaken in separate buildings or, where the opportunity arises,
in shared facilities. The key is to generate a campus-like environment with a
buzz of activity and cross-fertilisation of ideas.
The arts sub-precinct

CSIRO existing buildings – A small-scale campus
SAMFORD FUTURES

The sub-precinct focusing on the arts would comprise:
•

arts studios and teaching spaces

•

an exhibition and large studio space (see Chapter 3 for further details).

•

incubator pods for businesses involved with sustainability

•

an environmental sustainability resource centre

•

plant research and propagation

•

buildings used as part of the Urban Farming Centre (see Chapter 5 for
further details).

ARTS

I ENVIRONMENT I EDUCATION PRECINCT

‘THE FACTORY’
BUSINESS COLLECTIVE

Opportunity to contribute skills and help
• Men’s Shed
• Open source learning

Opportunity to contribute skills and help
• Small scale office and work spaces
• Shared facilities - meeting rooms, pooled
resources

The sustainability sub-precinct
The sub-precinct focusing on sustainability would comprise (see Chapter 8 for
further details):

SAMFORD COMMONS

SUSTAINABILITY
•
•
•
•

SAMFORD COMMONS
Social inclusion
Synergies of interest
Education and participation

Sustainability Hub
Samford School of Sustainability
Foster linkages to kindred communities
Community-owned solar farm

VISITORS AND ‘NOMADS’

Simple camp accommodation to allow visitors to stay
• Promote local tourism
• Short term stay to offer extended schools,
seminars and events
• Adjunct to sporting venues
• ‘Arts nomads’, ‘Sports nomads’ and
‘Green nomads’

Create a sustainability
and arts resource
centre, known as the
Samford Commons,
based on the existing
precinct.

EVENTS

Showcase local talent and produce

URBAN AGRICULTURE

Local produce grown on site
• Establish a viable urban agriculture business
• Community garden
• Education and teaching for local agriculture
• Allied with plant propagation and local
ecological research

THE ARTS

•
•
•
•
•

Twilight markets
Seminars
Artists in Residence
Samford Festival
Food festival

“Creative Samford” fostering all forms of the arts
• Studios and workshops
• Small exhibition spaces
• Small outlets for local arts and craft
• Home base for Studio Trails
• Home base for events
• Small performance spaces

Samford Commons – principal uses

12
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Samford Parklands
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SAMFORD COMMONS

ARTS

I ENVIRONMENT I EDUCATION PRECINCT
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Samford Parklands

1.5.3 Staged development of the precinct
Establishing the Samford Commons precinct by refurbishment of the buildings could progress in stages as
shown in the following table and illustration.

Construct a council/community
library in an ultra modern
way, utilising reading spaces,
refreshment facilities, modern
meeting facilities, art gallery
style display spaces, small space
performance facilities etc.

Stage 1: The Glasshouses and
Agriculture

Buildings 1–4, 17,18, 22, 52, 53 and
54

Use: Plant propagation and research

Outlets for urban agriculture produce

Stage 2: The studios

Buildings 11–14

Use: Arts building , studio space

These buildings each have a footprint of approximately
160 m2, therefore linking them with connecting spaces
gives a 350–400 m2 unit.

Stage 3: The Pods

Buildings 6–8, 16 and 21

Use: Environment and business
incubator pods

Small offices, business incubator pods

Stage 4: The Outdoor Room

Infill space

Use: large-scale outdoor flexible
venue and gathering space and public
amenities

Stage 5: The Creative Workshops

Buildings (open shed)

Use: large-scale workshop spaces,
open exhibition /craft market space

STAGE 5

STAGE 4
D

1B
STAGE 3
C

STAGE 2

B

STAGE 1

A

STAGING SEQUENCE & SUB-PRECINCTS
THE GLASS HOUSES I AGRICULTURE
THE STUDIOS
THE PODS

1B

THE OUTDOOR ROOM
CREATIVE WORKSHOPS

Samford Commons staging sequence and sub-precincts
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Samford Parklands

1.5.4 Precinct design principles

•

Public art should be integrated into the public realm.

The following principles should underlie the establishment of a vibrant sustainability and arts precinct:

•

Extensive public seating should be provided.

•

Extensive public realm tree planting (endemic species – shade trees, vines
creepers for arbor spaces).

•

A campus with a unique identity should be created, which becomes a
creative space for the transmission of ideas.

•

•

Public spaces should be linked to form an intimate street with a distinct
identity.

Edible landscapes should be integrated into urban fabric (as examples of
urban agriculture).

•

•

Meaningful spaces to congregate and spend time on quality social interaction should be created.

There should be strong links from the precinct to the Urban Farming
Centre, walking trails and revegetation sites.

The following principles should underlie the refurbishment of the buildings:

•

Pedestrian should be given priority –traffic calming devices should be
employed in shared spaces.

•

Buildings and spaces should be linked and open to one another, creating a
network of spaces with open boundaries.

•

•

There should be an emphasis on sustainability, such as using recycled
materials for refurbishment, embedding passive heating and cooling in
the design, and using solar panels, captured roof water, recycled grey water
and composting toilets.

Many small spaces should be created to provide intricacy and a sense of
intriguing discoveries.

•

Linkages should be established to group buildings together – buildings
that do not front the street should open through the ones that do.

•

Outdoor rooms should be used to bridge the gaps between buildings.

•

•

Views should be captured, both between buildings and along the street
axes.

Outdoor spaces should be integrated with indoor spaces and the outdoor/
indoor boundary dissolved by using sliding walls and doors

•

Entrances should be clear and inviting.

•

Green walls, trellis and arbours should be incorporated to moderate the
environment and provide shade and quality to the public realm.

The precinct ‘heart’

Samford Futures | March 2013
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Samford Parklands

Our vision for action
•

Continue the implementation of the 2004 Parklands Master
Plan, especially those aspects relating to revegetation of the
environmental precinct (by expanding the ‘Everyone’s
Environment’ program to align with the 2004 former Pine
Rivers Shire Council Master Plan’s proposed revegetation of the
environmental reserve) and development of the passive recreation
precinct (trails, picnic areas, exercise trail and barbeques).

•

Establish the Samford Commons in accordance with the
community proposal. This would involve preparing a business
plan for the Arts Precinct, Urban Farming Centre, School of
Sustainability, business collective, events and tourism.

•

Develop a campground at Gibbons Road.

•

Reduce the speed limit on Mt Samson Road to 60 or 70 kph (as
per the 2004 Master Plan) to allow for safer crossing.

Everyone’s future
Want to get involved or find out more? Visit the
website for further resources, links and updated
info.
www.samfordfutures.org

16
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2

Development of
Samford Valley and
Village identity
“Samford is a jewel in the region
... to keep it we need to support the
current Town Plan.
The Village should be a quality
destination ... compact ...
memorable...”

Samford Futures | March 2013
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Development of Samford Valley and Village identity

2.1 Development of the Valley
2.1.1 History and background
Samford Valley – from rural to residential

The Railway

The transition from rural activities to ‘rural residential’
was a gradual process that reflected the decline of the dairy
industry and its need to be located close to markets. The
expansion of Brisbane transformed Samford into a dormitory suburb offering an alternative lifestyle to that available on the quarter acre blocks of the adjacent suburbs.

Samford Valley used to be serviced by a rail link that
extended from Ferny Grove to Dayboro. It opened in
1918 and reached Dayboro in 1920. Evidence of Samford
Station is still apparent in the embankment at John Scott
Park, Station Street. This rail yard functioned as railhead
for the surrounding district produce. Bananas, dairy and
timber were shipped on the line.

The geographical protection of our own ‘scenic rim’
After the Second World War, road transport and a
enabled the low density to be protected from urban sprawl
declining rural sector diminished the need for a rail link.
of Brisbane suburbs. The lack of sewerage and, in half
The derailment of a crowded
of the Valley, lack of town water
picnic train at Camp Mountain in
supply placed further constraints
Samford Valley is a place
1947 was a significant event that
on redevelopment.
for people to live in a rural
foreshadowed the closure of the
The semi-rural development
atmosphere as well as a
line. It was Queensland’s worst rail
pattern is protected by the current
visitor destination for those
disaster, with 16 people killed and
Town Plan (Pine Rivers Plan
in Brisbane and the south38 injured. With the increasing
2006), which identifies a compact
east corner of Queensland.
ownership of motor cars, the use
village footprint set against lowof the line declined and it was
density residential areas.
closed in 1955.
There is an authentic history to the Village and its role as a
The old rail alignment has been earmarked as a bike link
centre in the Valley. This should be the basis for the future
to connect Samford Valley to Ferny Grove. This will
vision of the Village and its maintenance as a discrete
upgrade the current bridle track. This has the potential to
small centre with clear boundaries.
make Samford an activity-based destination and increase
the recreation potential of the Valley.

2.1.3 Community aspirations for the
Valley
Don’t allow Samford to
become and look like every
other suburb. We should
preserve what makes our
community unique rather
than aspiring to things that
only a few want, thereby
losing our identity.

During the Samford Futures consultation process, the
community said, quite simply, ‘don’t change the development guidelines.’ This widely held view is evidenced
by the strong fights to retain acreage allotments and to
resist overtures to construct large retail establishments
or franchised businesses in the Village. This view has
been demonstrated by cases won against a Woolworths
Shopping Centre in the Village and the defeat of a
proposal to subdivide large blocks into very small blocks
in the Village.

2.1.2 Existing framework

Development guidelines for the Valley

Samford Valley is identified within the South East
Queensland Regional Plan as a location to be relatively
lightly populated. This plan underpins Samford’s image
as a ‘green lung’ of South East Queensland – a place for
people to live in a rural atmosphere at the same time
as it is a visitor destination for those within reasonable
driving distance in the south-east corner, and particularly
Brisbane City.

Samford Valley development guidelines would best be
built on principles relating to:

Within local governance frameworks, the Moreton Bay
Regional Council’s town plan further enhances Samford’s
image as a ‘green lung’, with a lower limit on acreage
property subdivisions and a Village Plan that acknowledges to some extent the Village’s unique identity.
Locally, the Samford and District Progress and Protection
Association, property owners and developers are the main
players regarding the planning and development of the
Samford Valley.
When a need arises to take action on a particular development application or proposal, the Progress Association
usually establishes specific community advocacy subcommittees. In the past 5 years the ViVa Samford subcommittee of the Association has played both a strategic
and operational role in managing the advocacy process.
A community consultation process facilitated by ViVa
Samford enabled the establishment of enhanced Planning
Principles for Samford Village, as shown below.

•

Samford’s uniqueness

•

village sustainability

•

town planning and land use

•

economic need

•

local business support

•

traffic

•

parking

•

residential amenity

•

urban design

•

scale and size

•

active edges and ambience

•

connectivity and permeability.

During the Samford Futures
consultation process, the community
said, quite simply, “don’t change the
development guidelines”.

The 1947 train crash and plaque
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Our vision for action: Valley development




•

Retain the development guidelines for the Samford Valley in their
current form for the present.

•

Engage the community (via the Progress Association) with the
Council during its upcoming (2014–2015) town planning process
to ensure community needs are further explored and represented.

•

Work with Council in a highly inclusive way to develop a Local
Area Plan for Samford, as an outcome of the Council’s town
planning process.

•

Consult with the community in 2013–2015 about the principles
underpinning Sustainable Urbanism, with a view to adding value
to the current development guidelines and providing the foundation for community input into Council’s development guidelines
for the Valley.



Map 12: Development Areas and Identified Growth Areas
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Development of Samford Valley and Village identity

2.2 Village identity
2.2.1 History and background –
competing centres
The original core of retail shops was located in the Station
Street/ Creek Street (north) end of the Village. The garage
was an outpost on the southern end of Main Street, being
located on the intersection with Mount Glorious Road.
A ‘leapfrog’ pattern of development saw new ‘neighbourhood’ retail centres competing to be the centre of activity.
After the establishment of the IGA precinct, the northern
sub-precinct near Station Street suffered a relative decline
in activity. In recent years, there has been a renewal of this
area and an injection of new businesses opening in older
refurbished premises.
There has also been some intriguing new businesses open
‘off Broadway’, notably the Flying Nun and its associated
activities. These are fine exemplars of reinventing business models with imaginative combinations of urban/
landscape design, reinvigorated interpretation of standard
offers and breaking the mould.
Reinventing our existing Village fabric is the best way
forward for a viable, vibrant and sustainable Village.

2.2.2 Contemporary directions: ‘Only a
stone’s throw away’
There is a strong potential for ‘branding’ Samford Village
as a quality destination for local tourism. Samford Village
currently stands at a new threshold of offering retail
services that appeal to visitors as well as local residents.
Being ‘only a stone’s throw away from the rapidly intensifying metropolitan Brisbane, Samford has the potential
to become a destination for weekend tourism. This would
enrich the offering provided by the Village and can add
impetus for the development of an urban design giving a
unique character to the Village.
There is an increasing diversity of retail and business
offerings in the Village. This could be complemented
and supported by the Samford Commons project (see
Section 1.5), which seeks to establish a precinct for the
arts, sustainability and urban agriculture. Pedestrian links
to the Village would make an extended destination for
visitors and locals alike.

20

Types of development

Reinventing our existing Village fabric
is the best way forward for a viable,
vibrant and sustainable Village.

There are four main types of retail /office development in Samford Village:
Traditional street shops – Shops that operate with
no set back to the street and form a continuous
active edge. These occur in the central section of
Main Street.

•

These new retail offerings would sit alongside an increasingly rich and diverse set of local businesses providing
goods and services to the local and district community.
Samford Valley is home to the greatest number home
businesses per capita in Queensland. There are, however,
limited opportunities to rent small-scale commercial
space in the Village, so there is an unmet latent demand.

•

Shopping centre model – A larger self-contained
version of the retail strip model (the IGA precinct).

•

Individual ‘cottages’ – Free standing residential
houses converted to retail and commercial uses.

Retail strip shopping – Shops that are set back
Each of these offers different experiences for patrons
from the street and have convenience parking in
and different opportunities for retailers.
front. There are examples at each end of Main
Street.


•

Future development may well be of mixed use, which
combines living, office and retail activities within the
same complex. This approach adds richness and resilience
to projects.

2.2.3 Existing patterns and issues in the
village
Where is the ‘heart’ of the Village?


 


The legacy of competing centres of gravity has left Main
Street with an incoherent and somewhat disconnected
development pattern. It has no central ‘heart’ and a poorly
developed sense of character. There are no strong urban
spaces. Main Street has disjointed active edges, especially
in the central zone, which has been left behind by the two
competing ends, which vied for a dominant role.


 
 

Restrict the break up of
large building blocks.
Be mindful of Samford’s
‘charm’ when considering
new development.
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The difficulty in developing continuous active edges that
characterise traditional main streets is evident in the
disjointed pattern in Samford. Currently there are discrete
clusters of activity, with significant dead spots in-between.
This lack of coherence means Samford Village lacks a
positive identity and falls short of its potential as a place
to visit and remember.
Comparisons
It is instructive to compare Samford
with other Villages in our local region.

Landscape character

2.2.5 Opportunities and enhancements to the Village

The existing landscape character lacks coherence and does
not impart any definitive identity to the Village.

The sub-precincts

The five identifiable precincts are:

It is helpful to identify five sub-precincts to the Village.
These have naturally different starting points and offer
a variety of opportunities for improvement. Over time,
this will impart a different urban design character to
each zone. However, there should be a strong common
landscape theme binding the Village from end to end and
continuity of public art, signage and seating elements.

•

Station Street (Edged by John Scott Park, Samford
Museum, Flying Nun)

•

Main Street North (Samford Valley Hotel, Chemart
Pharmacy, Buzz Stop, Samford Homestead
Restaurant, Village Place)

•

A long term civic vision is needed – the 100 year view –
let’s plant for future generations.

Main Street Central (Farmers Hall, CWA Hall, John
Scott Park, Pizza Capers building, Samford Fitness

Centre, Samford Hire)

•

2.2.4 Community aspirations for the
Village – the ideas and vision

Main Street South (Samford Valley Veterinary
Hospital, 
Happy Berry, Black Sheep, Samford
Garage)

•

Kath Fitzgerald Precinct (IGA precinct, Samford
Country Centre
)


The entry signature to the Village is the cluster of pine
trees on the roundabout. This is a quality element and
its intent should be supplemented with
an avenue of trees along Main Street.
The Village should
The Village Identity would be greatly
be more connected
enhanced by the establishment of larger
from end to end
shady street trees (in areas not under
powerlines)

Dayboro has more consistency in its street edges, with
parking placed to the rear and side of buildings. The main
street has continuous edges, many of which are actively
engaged with the street. Buildings are small and have
human-scale veranda edges to the street.
Montville has consciously defined itself as a centre for art
and craft. Although the buildings are often set back from
the street, they have many landscaped courtyards that
blend the private realm with the public footpath. Parking
is predominantly to the rear and access by small laneways
and spaces between buildings.
Both of these centres have significant trees that impart a
distinctive character and ambience to the street.
These places have a more distinctive character than
Samford Village. They have also more successfully and self
consciously branded themselves as unique destinations.

‘What is sadly missing in Samford Village is a vision for
the design of Main Street’.

Main Street is under the control of the Department of
Main Roads (DMR) as a regional connecting road. There
is a conflict of agenda between the needs of a regional road
and that of a Village community that needs safety and
amenity. The DMR has identified the Samford by-pass as
a long-term proposal with a 25-year time frame.
In the immediate future, the community should act with
the Council to press DMR for further traffic calming
measures in Main Street. The DMR should be encouraged
to develop these strategies in recognition of the Village
status. The DMR should recognise that traffic zones
within villages should reflect safety and amenity requirements of the local community, and consequently should
apply different criteria to the management of traffic flow.

Samford Futures | March 2013

It is in the interests of clusters of businesses to group

together in local sub-precincts to develop a shared vision
of improvements
to the look and feel of the urban design

elements. Small ‘seed’ projects can have a remarkable
effect as catalysts for larger scale improvements.

Elements that would enhance the amenity and economic
prosperity of the Village are as follows:
•

Samford should be established as a quality destination.

•

Samford Village should identify itself as a gateway to
the Valley and a weekend destination of choice for
visitors from the Moreton Bay region and Brisbane
City.

•

The Village should be more connected from end to
end – extending through to the bridge at the bowling
club.

•

The Village should have improved pedestrian connections to Samford State School, Samford Parklands
and the new Commons proposal.

•

Main Street should be revitalised with new retail that
has active edges connected to each other.

•

Retail spaces should be varied, stimulating and
inviting.



•

Pedestrian connectivity should be promoted, retail
active edges should be made accessible to the street
and small human-scale spaces to meet and sit should
be created.



Traffic in Main Street

•

The public realm should have significant public art,
street furniture and landscape improvements.

•

An artisans/providers market may operate in the
Village.



What is sadly missing in
Samford Village is a vision
for the design of Main
Street.







Village sub-precincts
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Key sites for urban
design and possible redevelopment


Kath Fitzgerald Precinct – proposed Master Plan




Key sites




The inclusion of green landscape
elements such as small courtyards
and shady trees would enhance the
appeal of the Village.

22








There are several key sites in the Village that have the
potential to enhance the future quality of urban design
in the Village.

•

Importantly, these sites could develop pedestrian
through-connections, define corners and reinvent the
street edge with lively activity.

•

•

The inclusion of green landscape elements in the
urban fabric – such as small courtyards with green
walls, green facade elements and trees that can mature
to create shady retreat areas – would enhance its
appeal.

These occur along the length of Main Street and
Station Street. Several of these sites have development
proposals under way; others are potential redevelopment sites that currently have uses that may change as
the Village evolves over time.

Any new developments should be built to a higher
standard and the design of the buildings should be based
on the principle of more engagement with the public
realm.
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Pedestrian connections




The disjoined pedestrian connections need to be tackled
by the following measures:

•




The Village has the potential to connect to activity
nodes such as Samford State School and the Samford
Parklands precinct. These through connections are
currently poorly defined and need some bold moves
by MBRC to improve them







Smaller quality elements might also be included, such
as a creek walk, laneways and though connections to
promote connectivity
Future car parking strategies should include rear
parking lots and thoughtful landscaping of connecting
laneways to enhance the quality of arrival for patrons.

•

Revised pavement treatments and street furniture
and a series of ‘resting points’ with seating and shady
landscaping elements.











•



Tougher restrictions
& limitations on
development. The main
street needs to have more
appeal, rural country feel
like Montville; greenery,
boutique shops for people
to wonder at own pace.



•







Pedestrian
network









































Vehicular circulation and parking
Car parking in the Village is becoming a more difficult issue over time. Council requirements for on-site
parking impose difficulties on redevelopment of small
sites. Invariably these requirements tend to mean that
the parking dominates the interface with the street and
the desirable outcome of continuous active edges is
compromised.
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A lesson that can be draw from Montville is a consolidated car park to the rear of the main street. The smallscale laneway linkages from parking to street add intricacy
and more varied trading opportunities. This approach is a
‘whole of Village’ idea, where the urban design and quality
of street is uppermost as a planning criterion. Groups of
smaller traders and landowners should work with Council
to achieve a better outcome for the whole village.

Future car parking strategies
should include rear parking lots
and thoughtful landscaping of
connecting laneways
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Our vision for action: Village identity
•

•

•

Urban Design and the public realm

 















The public realm includes all elements that are accessible
to the public. These could all be improved:
•

Footpaths – add quality areas to footpath design,
with more consistency in materials and including
some minor themed elements.

•

Parks – add pocket /micro parks with seating /shade
elements to allow people to meet and sit.

•

Seating, street furniture and signage and way finding
– install inventive seating /street furniture elements to
tie in with public art and themed signage .

•

Lighting – use consistent lighting elements, with
lower scale lights in selected areas

•

Landscaping – employ a long-term civic vision – the
100-year view (see 2.2.3 above)

•

Public art – install art throughout Village to promote
Samford as place of the arts, as described below.
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Public art




















As with Montville, the public and private realm should be
merged and intertwined with an art/landscape/building
interface.

Develop pedestrian friendly traffic management strategies for Main Street in conjunction with the Department of Main Roads.
Connect the Village to activity nodes such
as Samford State School and the Samford
Parklands /Commons precinct.

•

Establish new pedestrian paths for exploring
(e.g. a creek walk)

•

Establish grouped car parking areas to the rear
of Main Street to allow future active edges to
be continuous.



A great opportunity exists to brand Samford as a place of
the arts. Having a thread for public (and private) artwork
throughout the Village would add a sense of quality and
real identify. Art ideas can be infused into elements such
as seating, signage, interpretive way finding and also landscape elements. The fusion of art + buildings + landscape
makes for a memorable and integrated urban design.

Form a steering committee of local businesses and residents to provide guidance and
influence the improvements to the five Village
Sub-Precincts.

•

Construct buildings to the street with active
edges, with no on-site car parks in front of
buildings.

•

Open buildings to the public realm and allow
them to spill out to the footpath.

•

Establish intimate small-scale spaces for
people to meet, talk and socialise and use
green walls and trellis to add shady relief.

•

Improve all elements of the public realm
elements: footpaths, new pocket parks,
themed seating, lighting signage and
way-finding.

Everyone’s future
Want to get involved or find out more? Visit the website for further resources, links
and updated info.
www.samfordfutures.org
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“The arts have a crucial impact on
our economy and are an important
catalyst for learning, discovery,
and achievement.”
Paul G. Allen
Co-Founder, Microsoft
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3.1 History and background

3.2 Existing framework

The Samford arts community is unique. It has a large
Many arts workers and collectives in the district do not
number of artists residing in a beautiful rural setting. Over
have the gallery representation, skills or confidence to
the years, there have been private businesses in Samford
consider themselves as professional creative industry
that have sold artworks made locally, usually with other
workers. Many feel disadvantaged by living in a regional
non-local products. Small gallery-type
area, feel disconnected with the public
businesses and gift shops have come
and seek to promote their work to a
Samford has an Arts
and gone in the main street. The arts
wider audience. Although the Samford
community
in
a
unique
have always been part of Samford,
and surrounding region has to date
natural setting, close
but not in a very visible, or cohesive
achieved some wonderful developto
Brisbane
manner.
ments in the arts area, many of the
individuals and groups who have been
Strong and enduring links have not
working tirelessly to promote creative
been forged in Samford between the visual and performing
strengths and enrich the community have been doing
arts, artists and the community as a whole. This may be
so in isolation. There has been a lack of consistency and
achieved by cohesive planning across a number of areas
overall planning for the district as a whole.
towards the development of a stronger and richer cultural
identity for the region.

Until now, the cultural identity of the district has been
fragmented – with little cross-linking and networking
occurring between existing organisations and individuals
– communication tends to remain in house for each
group and genre, with little broad range and long-term
forward planning. Individuals and small groups mostly
work independently.
Existing arts organisations in the broader Pine Rivers and
Moreton Bay Region include:
•

the Pine Rivers Arts Alliance

•

the Moreton Bay Arts Council (MBAC)

•

the Moreton Bay Regional Council’s (MBRC) arts
development team.

There have been substantial frameworks and networks
forged with MBRC and the local Pine Rivers Regional
Gallery for many years.
The local arts community includes:
•

the Samford Arts and Crafts Association (an association of artisans, which formed in 1988, sells a wide
range of art and craft products 7 days a week from the
Slab Hut in John Scott Park)

•

a variety of local visual and performing arts groups
who meet and rehearse regularly at venues in the
area such as the Samford Farmers Hall, the Samford
Community Hall and local churches

•

various groups that function independently, such as
Upatree Arts from Mt Nebo

•

a large number of independent arts practitioners
working separately from their homes and studios

•

Samford State School and Samford Valley Steiner
School, which both have strong arts programs but
would benefit from more local support

•

@creativesamford – a new group, formed as part of
the ViVa Samford Futures process, which already
has over 120 practitioners on its Arts Register (see
Sections 3.3.2 and 3.4.1)

I would love to see a
small cultural centre
and cinema. There could
be Art house movies,
documentaries and
exhibitions.

The Slab Hut in John Scott Park, Main St, Samford
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3.3 Community aspirations
The following is a summary of ideas local people identified as important for the arts in the area. These ideas came
directly from the ViVa community survey.
•

the need for a permanent home – arts space, gallery
or workshop centre. The community wishes to establish a dedicated art gallery and workshop location
and ensure it forms an integral part of the community (model example: Bribie Island Community Arts
Centre).

•

regular meetings and opportunities for socialising
and sharing ideas

•

public festivals, sculpture parks and yarn bombing

•

planning competitions to foster ‘the arts’

•

artisans markets and performance platforms; e.g.
re-form the performers cafe

•

use vacant and existing outlets and reinvent used
spaces, cafes, walls, footpaths, etc.

•

establish community touch screens and a website
for communication of information – the who, what,
when, where and why

•

establish a regular public voice for the arts through
local papers (already started by @creativesamford)

•

create a ‘Samford identity’, based on creativity and
the arts

•

develop a pilot Arts Trail and Open Studios Program
(liaising with the MBAC) with a view to it becoming
an ongoing feature for the area

•

access more fully the resources and support provided
by the MBRC, the MBAC, the Pine Rivers Arts
Alliance and ArtsLink (Qld Arts Council).
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3.3.1 Developing a vision
By involving the local community and arts practitioners
in the community consultation process, the vision is to:
•

build the perception of the Samford district and
surrounding areas as a ‘centre for the arts’

•

provide a platform for local artists to be recognised
and be given a profile

•

showcase the local arts community using integrated
public art in Main/Station Streets and entry threshold
at the roundabout, and studio trails (with navigation
guides to open studios in the district possibly twice
a year)

•

publish regular artist profiles in the Village Pump
(already started by @creativesamford), leading to a
website with artist listings and eventually producing
an Almanac guide to the local arts community

•

create a continuous thread of local arts through the
public realm and shops

•

provide a working village precinct for practising
artists and artisans from which they are able to retail
their wares and conduct workshops and exhibitions.
This could culminate with a public gallery, facilitating
performance and visual arts.

All genres will benefit from thoughtful development of the arts in our area

3.3.2 @creativesamford
volunteers. @creativesamford is about linking creative
@creativesamford emerged from community input
people with communities and lifting the profile of the arts
during the Samford Futures process, facilitated by ViVa
in the Samford district, establishing events using natural
Samford. It was formed to enhance the profile of the arts
assets to promote public awareness and engaging with the
in Samford and surrounds, to make the arts more visible
arts through the natural and cultural environment. The
and accessible for all, with a view to Samford becoming
idea is to ‘discover Samford’ through
a renowned creative place to visit, do
the arts by inviting visitors to the
business and live.
@creativesamford was
district via the concept of the ‘arts in
formed to enhance the
The domain name @creativesamford
a beautiful natural setting’.
profile of the arts in
has been registered and anyone with
Samford and surrounds
The formation of the group is in
an interest in the arts is welcome to
and to make the arts
direct response to public need identijoin the group and be part of the Arts
more
visible
and
fied by consultation and reinforces
Register (see Section 3.4.1).
accessible for all.
the issues identified by the MBAC:
The group has established an ‘Arts’
a need to strengthen connections
page for the fortnightly published
between the arts and the public, to
local paper, the Village Pump. Profiles of artists are
improve opportunities for arts workers, to showcase their
published each issue and these will then be posted on a
work in the community and create regional links for
website, which is in the process of being established by
artists, studios and collectives.

If we could also do this
sustainably and energyefficiently, we can develop
a wonderful reputation
as a vibrant, interesting,
creative and green
community!
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3.4 Enhancements to the arts in Samford
The following areas have been targeted by the group
@creativesamford, following the model of community
consultation and input. The group’s aim is to build
communication networks and establish plans.

3.4.1 The Arts Register
The aim of the Arts Register is to provide a point of
contact for all artists working in the region and to connect
individuals. The Arts Register provides a platform to:
•

compile an email/address base for the communication of relevant information, including monthly
newsletters and other arts-related communication

•

enable those seeking support for projects to find it, by
facilitating communication between individual artists
or groups

•

develop workshops for practising artists to further
develop their skills and to provide mentoring
opportunities

•

develop links between the general community
requiring services and artists.

3.4.2 Arts Trails and Open Studios
Program

3.4.3 Festivals and events
The planning for arts events, workshops and festivals
will begin once the artists’ community is established and
networks are formally in place to provide a more cohesive
approach. Once underway, it is envisioned that an annual
or bi-annual arts festival may be held to showcase the
region’s diverse creative talents. The Arts Register will also
enable members to become involved with local schools
and groups to assist with events such as the Samford
Show and School Arts Festivals. The Steiner School and
Samford State School have already requested assistance
and support for events.

3.4.4 Twilight markets
Regular farmers and artisans markets would be an invaluable addition to the area. It is envisioned that artisans
would be an integral part of any market proposals for the
district. This would provide an outlet for their work and
give them further opportunity to communicate and meet
with other artists and the local community.

3.4.5 Samford Arts Precinct – Samford
Commons

It is desirable that a readily identifiable arts precinct be
established in, for example, the old CSIRO buildings in
the Samford Parklands (as part of the Samford Commons
proposal: see Section 1.5) or other suitable spaces. Ideally,
this location would provide for regular markets, working
studios and residencies, an arts development precinct, arts/
business incubator/generator and gallery space. One idea
suggested was that Samford could
possibly be a new location for the
The open studios project
Pine Rivers Regional Art Gallery
will promote the work of
if a re-location to a more touristartists, create greater
based area was ever proposed.

The @creativesamford group has been approached by
the MBAC to be part of the concept development stage
of a proposed 2014–2016 Open Studios and Arts Trail
program for the Samford and surrounding areas, with a
view to linking creative places, spaces, cultural venues and
workshops.
The aim of this project is to showcase the work of performing and
visual artists directly to the public.
The opening of their studios to the
community will not only promote
the work of artists, but will create
greater engagement with the arts
by the public and send a clear
message that the Samford district
has a rich arts culture.

engagement with the public
and send a clear message
that the Samford district has
a rich arts culture.

It is envisaged that this could become a case study for the
MBRC to use for future planning in this area.
Festivals and arts events will develop from the building of a strong arts community (puppets: Upatree Arts)
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Development of local markets would provide an important support for local artists

Public seating can be practical, functional and beautifully designed

3.4.6 Other public art
The issue of the general lack of public art in the local
area has been raised as a result of the public consultation process and, in response to this, @creativesamford
has commenced work on guidelines for what will be an
ongoing, multifaceted project requiring careful planning
and community consultation.
The @creativesamford planning will need to take into
consideration the following when approaching the issue
of public art for the local area:

Locally produced, functional, well-designed public art would be an asset to Samford
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•

identification of relevant district and community
needs

•

information gathering and workshops to identify the
target audience

•

assessing design quality and ambience

•

researching suitable materials

•

ensuring local relevance of material and themes and
local artists’ availability.

The general lack of public art in the
local area has been raised as a result
of the public consultation process.
A thoughtful process must be undertaken for the development of art from the environment – built or natural. This
would need a facilitator and funding. Some possible sites
for public art would be the Samford Parklands (including
the RSL Avenue of Honour) and the Farmers Hall
(including the Sustainability Hub).
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3.4.7 Community benefit
It is well recognised that the development of a strong,
vibrant arts community is essential for the health and
wellbeing of individuals and our regional community as a
whole. Paul G. Allen, Co-Founder, Microsoft said:
“In my own philanthropy and business endeavours, I
have seen the critical role that the arts play in stimulating
creativity and in developing vital communities … the arts
have a crucial impact on our economy and are an important catalyst for learning, discovery, and achievement in
our country.”

Our vision for action
•

Promote Samford in the tourist realm as a
creative district and focal point for the arts.
This would involve the Moreton Bay Regional
Council, the Samford Progress and Protection
Association, @creativesamford and local
businesses.

•

Develop an arts plan for Samford and
surrounds with input from @creativesamford and other stakeholders to encompass
and prioritise all the areas indicated in the
public consultation process, with particular
emphasis initially on an online presence
for Samford and surrounds and public art.
The plan would need to be over 5–10 years
and would need support and input from
Moreton Bay Regional Council, the Samford
Progress and Protection Association, the local
community and artists. A flexible timeline for
development would be drawn up to show the
community the implementation stages of the
plan.

•

Appoint a designer to consult with interested
members of the local community, @creativesamford and the Moreton Bay Regional
Council to draw up a workable development
plan for public art and streetscape in Samford.
Suitable artists and projects would then be
commissioned to create permanent works of
art to link with the overall plan developed
above.

•

Create a permanent arts precinct using the
rejuvenated Samford Parklands buildings
(as part of the Samford Commons proposal)
to further the community arts work of @
creativesamford and to generate interest and
involvement in the arts in the local area.

Much is to be gained by developing a sense of a local arts
identity and arts engagement in the local area.
•

The many bed and breakfast establishments in the
district could be promoted as places to stay when
attending arts events. The district also has farm
stays, wineries, a deer farm and sculpture garden,
and lavender farm to name a few already established
tourism drawcards.

•

We can engage our youth and the retired, the unemployed and isolated members of the community in
arts events and workshop opportunities, as well as
encourage school communities to be supported in
staging environmental arts events to facilitate much
needed youth participation and education

•

Many local businesses and galleries would benefit
from the increased visitors interested in the arts in
the district.

•

Involvement in a creative, artistic community is a
foundation of good health for the community and
the individual.

•

Well-planned and creative public art will enhance the
ambience and natural beauty of the district and help
to demonstrate that creativity plays a big part in our
local community and lives.

Everyone’s future
Want to get involved or find out more? Visit the website for further resources, links
and updated info. www.samfordfutures.org
Art is an important activity to develop skills and creativity in people of any age
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People movement

People movement in Samford Valley takes
many forms, ranging from daily commuter
and transport needs to recreational and
leisure activities at the weekend. Irrespective
of the reason for travel, the enjoyment and
experience of the journey is fundamental to
the success of the particular transport mode.
For the purposes of this report, people
movement is divided into ‘the recreational
trail network’ and ‘traffic and transport’.

4.1 The recreational trail network
4.1.1 History and background
The unique recreational trail network of the Samford
Valley is a marvellous public asset comprising more than
42 km of existing trails and is one the Valley’s best kept
secrets. The network has been developed over many years
to cover most of the Valley. Some sections of the trails
existed long before the Valley was developed to the extent
it is today.

and cattle fencing. The trail network is largely comprised
of natural surfaces with no or minimal improvements. The
numerous water courses throughout the valley became
natural avenues for the regional trail network sections.

Today, these trails provide vital recreational links
connecting our community and they integrate with the
green parkland. They are used by walkers, horse riders and
cyclists. Some trails are more
suited to horse riding due
Trails provide vital recreational links
to the nature of the terrain,
connecting our community and
such a creek crossings and
integrate with the green parkland.
long grass, whereas others
They are used by walkers, horse
are suitable for a variety of
riders and cyclists.
recreational activities.

Up to and including the
1950s, students used to
ride horses via the local
trail network to and from
Samford State School and
other local schools. Samford
State School even had a
horse paddock and a shed
for the storage of saddles,
which was located between the creek and school at the rear
eastern side of the campus where the tall river gums grow
today. This is where the horses were fed and provided with
water and shelter during the day until school was over and
it was time to ride home again.
The old trail network provided connectivity to railway
station sites where commuters took the train to go to
work and where cargo was loaded. Following the rail line
closure, part of the old rail alignment was retained and
eventually developed into new trail sections.

By careful planning and
making use of trails, parkland, roads and road verges,
there are endless opportunities for different users to follow
loops that suit their particular activities.

4.1.2 Council policy regarding trails
The majority of the existing trail network in Samford
Valley is situated on Council-owned land. As the
authority responsible for trail network, Moreton Bay
Regional Council (MBRC), undertakes maintenance of
the network and oversees future planning. Trails such the
Lanita Rail Trail and Bellbird Grove trail are situated on
State-owned land under the authority of Department of
National Parks, Recreation, Sport and Racing.

This is the way some children used to go to school. Minnie
Clench on her way to Clear Mountain School

Many trails were determined by the need to move across
the land by finding a convenient path around homesteads

Doll and Ciss McNeven in a sulky about 1918

School transport circa 1920-30s – no saddles, very few shoes, but all children wore hats
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The much-anticipated Council trail maps were released
via www.moretonbay.qld.gov.au (via the website tabs
Discover >> Sports and Recreation >> Recreational Trails)
in February 2013. MBRC is currently in the process of
creating a regional planning scheme due for release in
late 2014. In the meantime, the 2006 Pine River Shire
Planning Scheme remains in force. In June 2011, MBRC
adopted the Infrastructure Charges Resolution, which
encompasses maps of desired future parkland and trail
connections.
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4.1.3 The current limitations of the trail
network
The following list outlines the limitations and issues that
need be resolved for the trail network to reach its full
potential:
•

•

Standard council trail marker used to identify the access
points for trail sections
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The Council has been forced to close certain trail
sections due to lawsuits from a few members of the
public claiming to have injured themselves while using
them. The Council has had to advise users via signage
that natural rough terrain is to be expected and users
enter at their own risk. As a result, the Council has
advised that it cannot release any trail map data until
it has investigated and confirmed the condition, true
location and vertical grades of all trails.
Current usage of the trail network is relatively low.
Increased awareness and usage would justify the
allocation of additional resources to maintain and
enhance the trail network. By promoting and releasing
a readily available trail map, more users could explore
this amazing public asset.

•

In the past, a number of trail sections have been closed
or sold to private developers. By raising awareness of
the trail network, this practice should stop.

•

The trail network should be seen as a tremendous
asset – not as a liability. Getting people to be more
active in their local area would provide cost-effective
health benefits for the community as a whole. The
trail network provides a strong incentive to visit or
live in Samford.

•

Some sections of public trails have been offered to
private residents for cattle grazing. Although this
reduces maintenance costs, it sometimes prevents
public access to the land. If grazing is to be allowed
on some trails, restrictions should apply during peak
times, such as during weekends and school holidays,
to allow unimpeded pedestrian access. Allowing
pedestrian use of trails where there are large groups
of cattle could produce public liability issues. Some
sections of the network are located on private land
and agreements are needed with the private landholders to ensure these sections are kept open.

•

Sections of the existing public trail sections appear to
have been taken over by private landowners. There
are some old agreements allowing private landowners
to use this public land. It is understood that some

of these agreements are being renegotiated, but it
is unclear what conditions will be imposed. Some
of these trails need to be re-opened to improve the
overall connectivity.
•

•

There is limited signage and few trail markers at many
of the access points to the trail network. The approximate location of trails can be determined via the
guide maps, but in order to verify the location of the
trails in the field a consistent trail marker is required
at the connection point to each trail. The signage for
some trails also shows the Australian Standard trail
grading system, whereas others don’t.
More frequent maintenance is required in parts of the
network, especially where creek crossings are washed
out during floods.

The trail network provides a strong
incentive to visit or live in Samford

•

Some strategic links in the network are missing, so
users are forced to use very busy roads such as Mount
Glorious Road. A long-term strategy needs to be
developed to provide a single cohesive network of
trails, as opposed to the current patchwork of discrete
sections.

•

Promotion of the trail network is lacking, so this
valuable asset is not being used to its full potential.
This means that most of the community is unaware
of the existence of more than 42km of trail network.

•

There are a number of discrepancies between the
MBRC official map recently released and the map
developed by ViVa Samford and authors of Where to
Mountain Bike in South East Queensland. A number
of existing trails have been omitted from the Council
map, yet they exist and are currently being used.
There are also a number of additional trails indicated
on the Council map that make use of road verges. It is
paramount that all trails are included and illustrated
correctly to ensure maintenance and future planning
does not omit important trail sections.

Potential future regional transport trail routes
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View of South Pine River water hole with trail access from Westwood to Greenwood

Horseriding behind the Steiner School

4.1.4 Community aspirations
Samford Valley Trail Guide

“Where to Mountain Bike in South East Queensland”

Dedicated bike tracks between
Samford and Ferny Grove
and within a 5-6 km radius
of the Village connecting to
outlying bus stops and the
Village. This would assist
with school transport as well
as other travel.
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Many members of our community would like to see a
greater emphasis placed on the local trail network so that
it can reach its full potential (see Our vision for action
below).

•

It helps to preserve the vegetation around watercourses, while providing an opportunity to enjoy
these important environments. Riparian vegetation
reduces erosion and the transportation of pollutants
downstream.

Our vision for action: trails
•

Plan, review, and implement regional
connectivity links and missing links within
the trail network to increase connectivity
and avoid major roads.

•

Raise awareness of, and promote the multipurpose use of, the trail network by both
residents and visitors.

The key benefits of maintaining and enhancing the trail
network are:

•

It provides safe transport options away from traffic.

•

It provides a sustainable place for recreational activities in the area close to where we live.

•

It offers a family friendly environment.

•

•

It is environmentally responsible.

It connects residents to parkland and sports fields
without the need to travel by car.

•

It is one of the main reasons for visiting and exploring
Samford Valley.

•

It makes regional transport movements by bicycle
possible, as an alternative to travelling by car.

•

Protect and enhance the existing trail
network.

•

It contributes to the overall advancement of community pursuits and cultural connections by linking
places of interest.

•

It provides a natural experience and promotes care for
wildlife corridors

•

•

It provides increased connectivity in the community
(e.g. enabling youth to travel to friends without
crossing major roads).

Expedite the release of the trail map for
public use (ACHIEVED).

•

Provide consistent signage and markers at
trail connections.

•

It enables a multitude of recreational activities, such
as horse riding, carriage way riding, bike riding,
walking, jogging and running. It provides a place
where you can go and read a book, have a picnic,
meet people, exercise and enjoy unspoiled natural
areas.

•

Review alternative funding arrangements for
enhancements, upgrades and expansions.

•

Promote continuous maintenance and
upgrades to the existing trail network.

•

Promote the re-opening of closed trail
sections.

•

It encourages community involvement in, and care
for, the trail network.

•

It enhances the amenity of the valley.

•

It provides access to the ‘Samford Green lung’ away
from busy city life.

•

It enables other community pursuits, such as food
growing, along the trails.

•

It provides beautiful scenery and enables access to, and
enjoyment of, nature reserves and riparian habitats.

•

It provides space for an ‘arts trail’ where art is placed
on display along trails to celebrate local creativity.
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SAMFORD VALLEY RECREATION TRAILS

ViVa Samford
Vision for our Village

Horse Trail Circuits

WHERE TO MOUNTAIN BIKE
IN SOUTH EAST QUEENSLAND

The 4th Edition of this classic book has full colour contour
maps covering all the popular mountain biking destinations
in South East Queensland.
Buy a copy online at www.organisedgrime.com.au

Recreational trails map for Samford Valley first released publicly in July 2012
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4.2 Traffic and transport
4.2.2 Current limitations of public transport and traffic infrastructure

High School Bus at the corner of Bunya and Eatons
Crossing Roads, August 1986

Student bus passes are restricted to students living
more than 3 km from schools, yet very few alternatives are available, such as walking paths and bicycle
paths.

•

There are limited options available to commute
via bicycle to Ferny Grove (or beyond to the city)
without riding on the narrow side of busy roads with
speed limits up to 80 km/hr.

There is currently no formally structured car pooling
system that encourages people to share transport.

•

No working solution has yet been found to enable
school buses to also service the wider community.
Such a proposal has limitations with regards to child
safety, but, if these could be solved, it would provide
significant additional coverage at certain times of day
during school terms.

Many residents are not aware of alternative transport options available to them, such as the Council
subsidised Community Assisted Transport Services
(CATS), Samford Shuttle Service and the Arana
Leagues Club Courtesy Bus.

•

The fixed line 399 bus route and limited timetable
does not suit all residents. With 50% of all households
in the valley having dependent children, parents often
need to make multiple trips to drop off and pick up
children, as well as running other errands.
Samford
Valley

Mount O’Reilly Rd
Mo

un

Highvale

tO

Westwood Dr

’Re

illy

Gre

d

sR

gg

Rd

Samford
Village

ous Rd

Mt Glori

Main St

Mary Ring Dr
Mt Glorious Rd

Stavewood Ct
M

us

Rd
Mt

service may be hailed
at any point west of Samford
Village – no fixed bus stops

one-way operation
along Mt Glorious Rd
and eastward through
Samford Downs

ts

igh

i
nta

ou

M

d
nR

io
lor

Rd

G

Rd

ious
t Glor

zone 5

Sa

in

•

•

A recent Samford Transport Analysis revealed that a
whopping 70% of surveyed residents were unaware
of the existence of the 399 bus service at the time
of the survey. This means that the bus line has been
operating for 6 years yet 70% of people had no idea
the service existed. A top priority should be to raise
the awareness so that residents can make an informed
decision.

m

nta

•

The public transport alternatives, such as the 399
bus service coupled with the Ferny Grove rail line,
must offer a combined convenience and comfort to
compete with private vehicles. This involves high
reliability, minimum waiting times between services,
minimum number of transport mode changes and
efficient total commuter times.

ou

•

•

pM

The existing road network and parking facilities are
experiencing incremental increases in usage each year as
a consequence of the influx of new residents. As a result,
certain locations within Samford Village are becoming
increasingly congested and troublesome. Many residents have raised concerns and highlighted the need for
improvement of infrastructure in the village (see Section
2.2.5).

Some significant limitations will need to be overcome to
make alternative means of transport (other than motor
vehicles) to and from Samford viable and more attractive.
The key limitations are:

ve
Cash A

Commuting by bicycle is largely limited to using the main
roads. The network of trails is almost exclusively used for
recreational trips, apart from the Lanita rail trail to Ferny
Samford Valley was serviced by a commuter and freight
Grove, which is currently accessible for commuters by
railway line until the Australia’s second worst railway
mountain bike or hybrid bike. The former Queensland
incident in 1947, which, among other factors, led to its
State Government’s proposed
closure. The removal of the rail
upgrade to the Lanita trail is likely
line is a major reason why Samford
The
removal
of
the
railway
to attract further regional bicycle
is not more developed and densely
line
is
a
major
reason
movements away from the busy
populated today. Had the railway
why
Samford
is
not
more
Samford Road.
line remained, it would have made
developed
and
densely
Samford Valley a more likely target
Following extensive lobbying by
populated today.
for population growth.
the residents of Samford Valley, a
bus service has been operational in
Transport using motorised vehiSamford Valley since 2005. Both Bob Millar (Division 11
cles commenced in the 1920s, but it wasn’t until the
Councillor for MBRC) and Geoff Wilson (former state
1960s that a local ‘pig bus’ commenced operation, altermember for Ferny Grove) actively supported the initianating as a school bus and for transporting pigs to the
tive and aided its development and similar support is now
abattoir. Horse riding provided an alternative means of
sought from current State MP Dale Shuttleworth.
transport until the 1960s and was then gradually replaced
by bicycles for non-recreational local trips. Today, half the
The Queensland University of Technology undertook
households in the valley have two motor vehicles and one
a transport research study in collaboration with the
third of the households have three or more. Just one per
Queensland Parliament Intern Program in 2011. The
cent of households do not have access to a motor vehicle.
Samford Transport Group (a subcommittee of the
Samford and District Progress and Protection Association)
provided guidance for this study. The report will be used
to inform and improve the local public and alternative
transport options.

Public transport

Ca
m

The affordability of motor vehicles – coupled with a
steady average annual population growth rate of just over
300 additional residents in the Samford Valley over the
past 20 years – and the fact that an estimated 70% of the
working population work in other areas, means that there
is an ever-increasing reliance on motor vehicles.

Dr

The rural feel and relatively sparse population are two
of the key reasons why people choose to live in Samford
Valley. However, choosing to live in a green area away
from busy city life adds challenges in terms of finding
sustainable alternative means of transport. The majority
of residents use motor vehicles as their main mode of
transport because they are perceived to be affordable,
convenient and flexible.
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4.2.1 History and background
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People movement
•

The fixed line 399 bus route has a limited catchment
area. Increasing its coverage may lead to reduced
patronage by existing travellers as the bus route and
travel time is extended.

•

Public transport options are reduced during weekends (e.g. the 399 bus service is not available during
the weekends).

•

•

The community aspirations for public transport include:

•

Increase the promotion of the 399 bus service
so that more residents are aware of the existence of the service.

•

Promote a greater uptake of public transport
by providing services that suit more travel
needs

•

a reduced dependence on private motor vehicles and
reduced road traffic

•

the provision of safe and efficient bicycle travel away
from busy roads

•

The road network in the Samford area lacks dedicated bike lanes or wide shoulders. This is especially
dangerous when roads cross bridges and culverts,
where shoulders are often non-existent, forcing
cyclists to merge into the main traffic.

•

suitably flexible transport options to suit a variety of
different residents, including provision of transport
alternatives that cater for young and retired people

Investigate the options for car pooling.
Provide community forums where car pooling
can be discussed and implemented

•

Better promote the existing alternative
transport options such as the Community
Assisted Transport Service, Samford Shuttle
Service and the Arana Leagues Club Courtesy
Bus.

•

Continue to review and analyse the public
transport system to make it more economically viable.

Limited car parking is available in parts of the village
during peak times.

•

The design of roads such as the Mount Glorious
Road entry into the village doesn’t suit the posted
speed limit. Proactive road design solutions, rather
than reactive police controls, would provide a safer
traffic environment.

•

Public Transport

In the past, an insufficient number of bike lockers
at the Ferny Grove train station may have prevented
additional uptake of bicycles as an alternative means
of transport.

•

•

Public transport

the provision and promotion of more sustainable and
energy efficient means of transport

The key limitations of the existing traffic infrastructure
are:

•

Our vision for action: transport

•

Traffic infrastructure

•

4.2.3 Community aspirations

The traffic volume and speed along Main Street,
particularly intrusive truck movements, tend to
dissect the village in two halves and are causing
concern for pedestrian safety.

•

increased opportunities for people to work from
home to reduce transport needs

•

the provision of regional bike paths and trails, which
would enable safe and efficient travel to Ferny Grove.

Traffic infrastructure
•

The community aspirations for traffic improvements
to traffic infrastructure are:

•

improved parking facilities in the village, both in
terms of number and layout

•

reduced speed limits coming into and through the
village

•

further involvement in long-term planning for transport movements

•

providing traffic solutions that complement and
improve the village identity.

School bus and parent pick up and drop off access
to Mount Glorious Road to and from Samford State
School is ill suited to the volume of traffic and the
number of vehicles turning right during peak times.
In the past, inadequate car parking at Ferny Grove
Station discouraged people from using the train to
travel to the city.
Generally poor Internet services prohibit many people
from working from home (see Chapter 7). Better
Internet connections would enable more people to
work from home and therefore reduce the number of
vehicles on the road at peak times, congestion and the
community’s carbon footprint.

It is not just a bus
service, it is a friendly
community service.

Traffic congestion at Mount Glorious Road and School Road

Traffic Infrastructure
•

Implement an alternative transport scheme
for the local schools by providing incentives
for parents and children to use alternative
means of transport to and from school.
Promote improvements to the intersection
between Mount Glorious and School Road
for bus and car access.

•

Engage in long-term planning to provide
traffic solutions that suit the village identity.

•

Promote pedestrian safety by improving the
pedestrian crossings in Main Street.

•

Implement proactive traffic solutions in lieu
of reactive band-aid solutions and policing to
improve road safety.

QUT Students and Geoff Wilson (former State Member for
Ferny Grove) during the finalisation of the transport study
report

Main Street Samford

Everyone’s future
Want to get involved or find out more? Visit the website for further resources, links
and updated info.
www.samfordfutures.org
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Sustainable food
culture
“Imagine if most of your food was
grown and produced right here in
our valley!
Imagine if you knew the grower,
you knew the source of the seed,
and that the farming practices were
sustainable.”

Samford Futures | March 2013

39

5

Sustainable food culture

5.1 History and background

The bulk of food consumed
in Samford is brought in from
elsewhere.

The Samford area has a long history of agriculture. The
first lease of land in Samford occurred in 1865 and settlers
began moving in, with the initial sources of agricultural
income being timber, dairying, bananas, small crops
and fruit. Prior to the railway being established in 1919,
farmers took their produce on horse-drawn carts over the
hill towards Brisbane city.
Between 1926 and 1927 the Samford railway station
had more bananas freighted by rail than any other part
of Queensland. Disaster hit the banana industry in
early 1930s with ‘bunchy-top’ virus, necessitating a
Government order for all plantations to be destroyed.
Dairying increased through the 1930s and the Samford
area played an important role in producing significant
volumes of vegetables for soldiers stationed in Brisbane
during the Second World War.

5.2 Existing framework
The Samford region currently has a number of community groups with an interest in gardening and organic food
growing and some organisations (both government and
private) support food gardening education for backyard
food growers. These groups and organisations all make
a valuable contribution to small-scale food growing in
Samford. These organisations and groups are:
Tomato crop at Camp Mountain

Sales of farmland for housing development began in the
1960s and most land in Samford is now allocated to
housing and parks/public space. Only a very small proportion of land in the Samford area is currently used for food
growing on a commercial scale. Small-scale commercial
agriculture currently includes pineapples, strawberries,
lettuce and some beef cattle. Vegetables, fruit and herbs
are commonly grown in backyards, but the bulk of food
consumed in Samford is brought in from elsewhere.

Cityfood Growers

•

Samford Local Growers

•

Samford Organic Growers

The local retailers in Samford do occasionally sell locally
grown produce from backyard food growers in Samford,
though the volume available is small and inconsistent.

5.3 Community aspirations
The concept of growing more food in the Samford region
to create a greater level of food sustainability was a common
aspiration in the survey of the Samford community.
However, increasing food production so that it supplies
a reasonable proportion of food eaten in Samford will be
challenging, not because of the climate, water availability,
soil or lack of land, but primarily because food growing
on a commercial scale is not in the current culture of the
Samford residents or business community.

Harvest of bananas from Samford being transported by horse
and buggy

I’d like to see
organic fruit and
veg growing in
more backyards.

Load of Samford-grown potatoes being taken to market
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•

Large crop of peas at Wights Mountain

A Food Group was established in late 2011 as part of
the ViVa Samford Futures community process to explore
opportunities to create a more sustainable food supply.
A summary of the ideas from that Food Group are
shown in the diagram in Appendix 4 titled ‘Samford
Sustainable Food Growers’, which can be found at
www.samfordfutures.org. These ideas include a proposal to
develop an urban agriculture site in the Samford Parklands
and the planting of food plants along recreational trails.
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5.4 Urban agriculture explained
Growing food on a small scale in and around cities is a
burgeoning movement around the world to supplement
our food system and strengthen local communities and
economies. Agriculture is normally associated with larger
scale production by farmers, but the term urban agriculture is evolving as the interest in working with models of
intensive organic food growing in smaller spaces in and
around cities creates the potential for urban food growers
to become urban farmers.

The foods most commonly grown in urban agriculture
are vegetables, mushrooms, herbs, fruit trees, honey and
eggs. This produce could also be transformed locally into
processed food. Foods such as dairy products, meats,
grains, nuts, grapes and oils are considered more suitable
larger scale farms and not commonly grown in urban
agriculture.

Local grower tending the vegetable crop

Local growers at a compost-making workshop in Samford
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A market garden in a peri-urban location is one type of urban farm

5.4.1 Models of urban agriculture
Urban agriculture models normally share these characteristics:
•

Organic growing methods are most commonly used.

•

The produce is made available locally where it is grown.

•

The food is sold freshly picked.

•

Growing is done most commonly outside in the ground, but raised
beds systems, and growing on podiums or balconies, are also common.
Growing in greenhouses is also popular out of season. Aquaponics and
indoor vertical growing systems can also used.

The most common (and usually not commercial) models of urban agriculture
include:
•

backyard and balcony/podium food growing

•

community gardens on public land

•

school food gardens.

Not so common, but expanding and commercially oriented models of urban
agriculture include:
•

urban farms on unused/unproductive private and public land in and
around cities, typically on areas from 0.5 to 5 acres.

•

urban farms on industrial space with indoor growing methods such as
large greenhouses.

•

aggregating the production of many small growers.

Given the abundance of unproductive public and private land in the Samford
district, and particularly the unique opportunity to make use of some of the
Samford Parklands, the most appropriate model to expand food production is
‘Urban farms on private and public land’. This model is the core focus of the
proposal for Samford described below.
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A diversity of food can be produced locally and sold freshly picked
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5.5 Urban Farming Centre – Samford Parklands
The proposal for an ‘Urban Farming Centre’ to be located
on part of the Samford Parklands provides a wonderful
opportunity to stimulate a resurgence of commercially
sustainable food production in Samford and, in the
process, contribute to a wider participation in community-based food growing.

5.5.3 Contribution to Samford and the
wider community
•

Provide fresh food

•

Provide education for locals and people from Brisbane
or further afield

•

Reduce the need for all fresh food to be brought into
Samford from long distances, creating greater diversity and sustainability of food supply

5.5.1 The function of the Centre
•

Intensive organic food growing on approximately
10–15 acres of land

•

Maximise the use of abundant local land

•

Conduct training courses on urban agriculture
to support the development of urban farmer
entrepreneurs

•

Create employment

•

Stimulate community engagement in urban food
growing

•

Provide ongoing support for urban farmer entrepreneurs to establish a chain of urban farms on private
and public land in the Samford region

•

Raise the profile and awareness of locally grown food.

•

Stimulate the cultural engagement to locally grown
food and food entrepreneurialism

•

Sell farm produce

•

•

Food processing

•

Research into urban agriculture

•

Community composting

•

Provide community allotments

•

Reduce local food waste by selling
and/or processing surpluses from
hobby growers in Samford.

Provide Samford residents with continuous opportunities to engage and learn about
food growing, seeing the consistent
The Samford Parklands
benefits and thereby inspire them
site provides an
to grow more of their own food and
excellent combination
support endeavours around locally
of land and buildings
grown food.

as a base for the Urban
Farming Centre.

5.5.2 Land and structures required
The Samford Parklands site provides an excellent combination of land and buildings as a base for the Urban
Farming Centre. The exact location of the Centre on the
land is yet to be finalised, but preliminary consultations
with Council indicate:
•

•

Land – Portions of land on the southern and northern
sides of the buildings precinct as well as land on
Gibbons Road/ across the river from the buildings.
Buildings – One cool room, one building for the
produce stall and food preparation, a shed for farming
equipment, greenhouse for seedling propagation and
an office and classroom area.

•
Become a tourist attraction for
Samford, benefit existing retailers
and strengthen the local economy

•

Protect and improve environment and reduce our
local food carbon footprint

•

Contribute to improved health with fresher food

•

Demonstrate our local commitment to food
sustainability.

5.5.4 Land management principles
The land will be managed with a combination or organic,
biodynamic and Permaculture principles. It is vital that
the core ethic of land management is long-term sustainability and integration with other environmental initiatives
being undertaken both in the Samford Parklands and any
natural resources connected to the site.

Harvesting vegetables from an urban farm
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5.5.5 Moreton Bay Regional Council
opportunities
•

•

Food sustainability – The Centre provides Moreton
Bay Regional Council with the opportunity to be at
the forefront of food sustainability in Australia by
enabling public land on the Samford Parklands site
to be used for an urban agriculture activity, providing
commercial, environmental and community benefits.
Principles developed could be duplicated to other
public land in the Moreton Shire and may also
inform how private land could be considered for
urban farming.
CSIRO land maximisation – Enables the Council to
support a constructive use the CSIRO land to create
significant community and local economy benefit.

5.5.6 Research sources
Further information is provided in a document titled
‘Urban Farming Centre – Samford’. This document can
be accessed at www.samfordfutures.org.

5.6 Food plants along
recreational trails
This concept was developed to support the ViVa Futures
People Movement group’s initiative of improving the
attractiveness of the many walking trails around Samford.
It would involve planting food plants, including native
bush tucker species, along recreational trails.
The major challenge with this initiative is garnering the
public support to care for the food plants. For this reason,
it is suggested that an achievable starting point would be
to have food plants along the walking path from Samford
Village to the Parklands tennis courts. A large part of
this trail would run close to the Urban Farming Centre
and people involved and supporting the Centre could
help with care of the food plants on the trail. It is hoped
that, out this activity, a community group would form to
widen the planting and care of food plants along other
Samford recreational trails.

5.7 Twilight market
Selling locally grown food at the proposed twilight market
(see Section 3.4.4) for Samford would provide another
outlet for the produce from the Urban Farm Centre, any
urban farms operated by the Centre trainees and local
hobby growers.

Our vision for action
•

Hold a community meeting to discuss the
proposal, refine the concepts and build
support to expand the current group of
people interested in developing sustainable
food culture.

•

Form a community-owned enterprise to carry
forward the urban farming concept with the
support of the Samford community

•

Establish an Urban Farming Centre on the
Samford Parklands, which has benefits for the
local community, environment and economy.

•

Community members and Council to provide
access to machinery, skilled people and
funding and to assist with land preparation
and structures.

•

Plant food trees and bushes along recreational
trails in partnership with the community and
Council.

Everyone’s future
Want to get involved or find out
more? Visit the website for further
resources, links and updated info.
www.samfordfutures.org

Local native food species such as macadamias can be planted along recreational trails
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Community
participation and
decision making
“Samford Valley has a long and
proud history of ‘future making
rather than future waiting’.”

Samford Futures | March 2013

45

6

Community participation and decision making

6.1 History and background

6.2 Existing framework

6.2.1 Samford and District Progress and
Protection Association Inc.

Samford Valley has a long and proud history of ‘future
making rather than future waiting’ through strong
community collaboration and advocacy. The Samford
Futures process that resulted in this report has been an
example of this, with open and transparent communication and face-to-face decision making being a major
feature.

Various community groups and networks have developed
their own processes for engagement and decision making
with their stakeholders.

The Association is the conduit for engagement and
decision making with all tiers of government and with
advocacy from individuals and groups in the Valley.

The community has been collaborative, yet assertive, in
its relationships with all levels of government, but has
not always enjoyed positive outcomes from government
decisions.
The Samford Futures process included a survey of community opinion and aspiration, which was an example of a
systematic and open process of community engagement
and decision making that embraced all who have a stake
in the community.

This is demonstrated through the activity of sporting
The Progress Association Executive is elected by the
and recreation groups, arts groups, service clubs, business
community and has a role to be both proactive and
organisations, schools, environment groups and many
reactive regarding events, decisions and activities that
other community organisations and networks, which all
affect the community.
contribute to the quality of commuIts monthly meetings are open to the
nity participation and decision making
community and the Association often
Open and transparent
in Samford.
advocates for change in response to
communication and
On a whole-of-community basis, the
community input. The Association
face-to-face decision
recognised form of engagement and
publishes a fortnightly newspaper,
making has been a
decision making is facilitated by the
the Village Pump, which plays a
major feature of the
Samford and District Progress and
significant role in connecting with the
Samford Futures
Protection Association Incorporated.
community and facilitating informed
process.
decision making.

Samford has a strong
community and diverse
community groups.
People identify with
Samford as being special
... with a community
minded, rural feel.

Community members at one of several public meetings in recent years
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In 2007, the Association established the ViVa Samford
sub-committee to facilitate major community engagement and advocacy needed to protect the Valley from an
unwanted proposal to construct a large supermarket in
the Village. Viva’s role has since broadened during the
5 years of its existence. (Note: ViVa is an abbreviation for
‘Vision for our Village and Valley’.)

6.2.2 ViVa Samford
The ViVa Samford sub-committee of the Association
works very closely to ensure the expressed opinions and
wishes of the community are taken into account in an
open and fair way. ViVa designed and facilitated the
Samford Futures process and has a strong commitment to
open communication, the broadest possible engagement
of the community and transparent decision making.
Its current structure consists of a Convenor, Co-convenor,
General Working Group, nine Samford Futures Action
Group Convenors and over 100 members of the community who are engaged in the activity of these Action
Groups.

Community members involved in discussions at a neighbourhood workshop regarding the supermarket proposal

6.3 Community aspirations
The vision for how community engagement and decision making would take place in the future includes the
following:
•

This ViVa consultation
process should include the
setting up of Task Groups
to see through the delivery
of priorities identified
during the process.
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meaningful collaboration between community and
various levels of government

•

endorsed process for decision forming and decision
making about community directions

•

people know and embrace their roles as participants

•

governments and the community take the idea
seriously.

6.3.1 Collaboration between community
and government
There is a continuing need for government and community to engage in worthwhile ways to build a more
sustainable community in Samford. Elected representatives are expected to consult deeply about the aspirations
and needs of the community. Such processes should be
open, inclusive and transparent. This aspiration is held
very strongly by the community.

6.3.2 Process for decision making about
community directions
The model adopted by the Association through its
Samford Futures process focuses on the strengths of the
community and this enables people to engage positively
and meaningfully, knowing that their views and aspirations will be treated fairly and seriously by all engaged
in the process. This philosophy should be continued
because it builds optimism, energy and a sense of working
together.
It also draws forward the personal energies of the community who then feel more committed to building new and
better ways of doing things and on implementing them.
The needs for decision making may include:
•

community-generated ideas

•

government-generated ideas

•

enterprise-generated ideas.

The process for decision making should include a sequence
of information sharing and consultation leading to decision making. Processes that may be useful to meet the
needs identified above would include:
•

quarterly forums conducted
by the Progress
Association, likely at a usual Association meeting,
to hear and discuss any significant ideas or issues
coming forward from government, community or
enterprises. Advance notice of items for discussion at
these Forums will be placed in the Village Pump.

•

strategic planning events conducted annually or as
otherwise decided as a means of tracking progress
with the Samford Futures Vision and renewing it as
agreed by a community engagement process

The process for decision
making should include a
sequence of information
sharing and consultation

• the usual Progress Association
meetings, which would be the
forum for general discussion and
community decision making.
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Café style consultations have
been popular and productive

Any decisions made during this
ViVa consultation should only be
made at well publicised gatherings
of the community where everyone
has equal opportunity to affect
priority setting.

Our vision for action
•

•

•

•

Adopt the Samford Futures model as the foundation for ongoing
engagement so that we continue to focus on the strengths of the
community and builds optimism, energy and a sense of working
together.

•

Include these following processes in decision making:
o

quarterly forums conducted by the Progress Association,
likely at a usual Association meeting, to hear and discuss any
significant ideas or issues coming forward from government,
community or enterprises

Use the model to involve members of the community who then
feel more committed to building new and better ways of doing
things and on implementing them.

o

Form decisions based on:
o community-generated ideas
o government-generated ideas
o enterprise-generated ideas.

strategic planning events conducted annually (or as otherwise
decided) as a means of tracking progress with the Samford
Futures Vision and renewing it as agreed by a community
engagement process

o

the monthly Progress Association meetings, which would be
the forum for general discussion and community decision
making.

Adopt a sequence of engagement that focuses on information
sharing and consultation leading to decision making.
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Everyone’s future
Want to get involved or find out more?
Visit the website for further resources, links and
updated info.
www.samfordfutures.org
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Telecommunications
and digital futures
“Samford and surrounds requires
a high-speed, high-bandwidth
telecommunications system to
sustainably deliver all existing and
future needs of families, businesses
and schools, installed in such a way
that is sensitive to the environment
and public amenity.”
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7.2 Existing network

7.1 History and background
Up to the turn of the century, Samford
and surrounds had been serviced by
a fixed-line copper cable network,
supplemented in recent times by the
relatively recent introduction of highintensity, mobile wireless telecommunications towers installed at key
locations around the Valley.

technology is routinely promoted by
various service providers, in such locaIn some locations,
tions as these there is little possibility
the community has
for ADSL2 being applied with the
had to opt for the use
existing installations. In these circumof costly, low-speed,
stances, property owners need to have
low-bandwidth,
their home and property assessed for
satellite-based
Internet access by a third-party service
technology to connect
provider before applying for satellite
to the Internet.
Up to the late 1990s, Internet access
broadband service under the Federal
required dial-up modems, facilitated
Government Broadband Guarantee
by the existing fixed-line copper cable
Program. Although this technology application improves
network. Since the mid 1990s, rural subdivision developtelecommunication access, the system is limiting and
ments have typically included the installation of localised
extremely costly to the resident.
cable-based technology systems to permit the future
connection of ADSL2 telecommunication hardware. In In general, the 3 network mobile phones may only work
many instances, this subsequent work has not occurred.
in parts of the home, while Optus offers limited coverage.
Virgin mobile reception is considered patchy. Vodafone
Samford and surrounds does not have any fibre-optic
mobile is almost non-existent. Telstra has the only reliable
cable-based communication technology offering highspeed, high-bandwidth communications. In some locations, the community has had to opt for the use of costly,
low-speed, low-bandwidth, satellite-based technology to
connect to the Internet.
In some locations, such as Highvale, Cashmere and
Eatons Hill, some property owners have out-dated ‘pair
gain’ connections that are shared with neighbouring
property owners. Although the application of ADSL

A united community
voice and involvement
is essential to bring
about positive change
or prevent undesirable
change
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service for reception, but phone plans are considered by
many to be too expensive and Telstra’s service and support
can be problematic.
Factors that contribute to the problems many residents
experience with the existing telecommunications installation include:
•

population growth

•

old infrastructure unable to provide the level of
service available from new technologies

•

existing exchanges at Samford and Highvale, which
have not been progressively upgraded, leading to
overload and lack of functionality

•

lack of fixed lines and distance from exchanges so that
residents must rely on a wireless-only service

•

existing 3G wireless infrastructure, which is unable to
cope with demand

7.2.1 General background
Networks may comprise fixed-line and wireless technology as follows:
Fixed-line
1. Copper network
2. Fibre optic network (NBN Co)
Wireless
1. Fixed
2. Mobile

7.2.2 Current fixed-line services
Fixed-line services currently come in the form of ADSL /
ADSL1 / ADSL2+ by copper phone line.
Asymmetric Digital Subscriber Line (ADSL) or
Asymmetric Digital Subscriber Loop technology is well
suited for web browsing/client server and emerging applications. The ADSL data rate strongly depends on the
length of cable and quality of the phone line connecting
the end-user to the telecommunications company. ADSL
provides relatively fast downloads and a voice channel,
hence the ability to operate a home phone concurrently
with a modem and wireless router. ADSL can carry digital
data, analogue voice and broadcast MPEG2 video in a
variety of implementations to meet customer needs.
The existing Ferny Grove, Samford and Highvale
exchanges can be upgraded through the use of ‘Top Hat’
technology, released by Telstra in November 2011, to
facilitate the provision of ADSL services. Five upgrades
have been scheduled by Telstra to be undertaken in the
Valley for completion by early 2013.
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7.3 The proposed Telstra tower at Highvale
On 24 April 2012, Telstra advised the Highvale/Samford
community of its intention to provide additional data
and voice capacity relief to the area by expanding the 3G
network.
Due to federal legislative requirements, Telstra has an
obligation to consult with the community prior to the
deployment of any new wireless infrastructure. Several
members of the community, frustrated by existing
services, saw this as a timely opportunity to advocate
for an improvement to both the fixed-line and wireless
services in the area.
In early 2012, the Samford Progress Association created
a Telecommunications sub-committee, which was given
the charter to:
1. engage with the community to assess and determine
the required telecommunication needs
2. engage with Telstra, as the prime telecommunications
service provider, with the aim of securing the appropriate technology to meet community needs
3. engage with council, state and federal government
elected members to ensure that community needs
were recognised and being considered, and any infrastructure deployed by service providers met relevant
planning codes.

7.3.1 Telstra processes
Telstra is legally obliged to undertake a consultation
process with the community, but there is no legislative
requirement for a telecommunications organisation such
as Telstra to actively listen and respond to the needs of a
community
Initial discussions with Telstra identified that the Wireless
Business Unit does not, as a matter of course, collaborate
with the other Telstra business units – Fixed Services or
Countrywide – for overall planning or operations. Each
business unit assesses an opportunity to expand its own
network for a particular area, rather than collaboratively
consider the needs for a community or region.
In the case of the proposed tower at Highvale, it became
evident through discussion with Telstra that the end
result would not meet the expectation or needs of the

Samford Futures | March 2013

community, and that the project was being developed to
an established Telstra business case. Telstra also confirmed,
as a contributing factor to the height of the proposed
tower, that Telstra has already on-sold space beneath their
double headframe, to accommodate Optus and Vodafone
antennae. The proposed tower has a height of 31.8 m
and would be festooned with antennae for almost half its
height.
The proposed tower for Highvale would be extremely
visible by the given topography from a significant number
of nearby residences, as well as from many vantage points
throughout the valley.
The proposed tower, if approved by council with its
current form, would set a precedent for what is deemed
acceptable infrastructure along one of greater Brisbane’s
most popular tourist drives and what is a scenic gateway
to the Samford Village. Furthermore, approval for the
Highvale tower would nullify objection to any subsequent
development application for a similar sized and arranged
facility.
Telstra confirmed that the 3G wireless service specified
for the proposed Highvale telecommunications tower
cannot meet the overall telecommunications needs of the
Samford community. The tower can be overlaid at a later
date with the 4G LTE technology, but Telstra advised
that ‘there is no visibility or plan as to when this might
happen’.
Telstra confirmed that, in order to provide sufficient
capacity for a wireless network service to Samford Valley
and surrounds, Telstra intends erecting many additional
towers.
The proposed towers would only provide extra capacity,
meaning that more people can use the wireless network
service concurrently but that network speed and data
capability will become progressively reduced as more
people access the network service, with a consequential slowdown of operation and reduction in network
performance.
The Telstra business case is based on the premise that this
area needs additional data capacity, but if this is true then
more appropriate technology should be installed to meet
the community’s needs, now and into the future.
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7.3.2 Community engagement with Telstra
Telstra conducted a 1-hour presentation to invited and
interested members of the Samford community at the
Samford Showgrounds on 24 April 2012. Approximately
90 people participated in the meeting, which was organised via the Progress Association.
After the presentation by Telstra representatives, and
questions and answers from the community, a number
of decisions were taken by community representatives,
namely:
1. The proposal to erect a single tower at the nominated
address should be opposed. All present from the
community agreed.
2. It was agreed that the priority was to undertake strong
advocacy of behalf of the community to investigate
the early introduction of the NBN in Samford Valley
and surrounds in lieu of wireless technology.
3. As a way of stopping the pending application, we
should advocate for the relocation of the proposed
tower to a more appropriate location.
4. Further research on the medical aspects of wireless
technology should be investigated.
5. A sub-committee was established to implement the
decisions itemised in points 1–4 above.

About 100 properly made submissions from members of
Millar to discuss the findings of the sub-committee in
the public regarding the development application have
light of existing council planning guidelines for telecombeen raised to the MBRC. Approximately 95% of the
munications facilities.
public submissions express opposition to the development
The process of government and stakeholder engagement
application with respect to the application not conforming
has shown the Telecommunications sub-committee that:
to the council planning guidelines covering placement of
high-intensity telecommunica1. A telecommunications service
tions facilities in proximity to
provider, such as Telstra, may
Approximately 95% of
residential properties.
lodge a development application
the public submissions
with the MBRC proposing estabexpress opposition to the
lishment or modification of a tele7.3.3 Government
Telstra tower development
communications facility regardless
engagement
application
of the community’s stated needs or
From the initial meetings, the
requirements.
sub-committee ensured there
2. A telecommunications service provider may lodge
was strong contact with all levels of government. This
a development application with the MBRC regardincluded regular communication with the local MBRC
less of the aesthetic, social, technical or otherwise
councillor Bob Millar, state member for Ferny Grove
perceived suitability of the proposed development to
Dale Shuttleworth, and federal member for Dickson
the community.
Peter Dutton.
3. The MBRC must consider the development appliA site meeting was held on 8 October 2012 with the
cation in terms of agreement or contravention to
mayor of MBRC Alan Sutherland, councillor and chair
MBRC planning code, and may agree to a developof planning Mike Charlton, and local councillor Bob
ment where it is deemed to meet community needs.

Follow-up meetings with Telstra were requested by the
Telecommunications sub-committee and held in May
and June 2012 in order to better understand the implications of the proposed Highvale tower development,
with a view of identifying the most appropriate form of
telecommunications technology required for the Samford
Valley and surrounds community.

4. In general, regional councils and community are
usually not successful in developing technical arguments that result in the rejection of a telecommunications development application.
5. A telecommunications service provider may consider
legal action in court against the MBRC to seek to
have any rejection or conditionality in the approval of
the development application overturned.
6. Local and state governments, although active in
the encouragement of sensible development within
community, are limited in their capacity and with
what actions that can be taken to alter the process.
7. The federal government is very supportive of securing
the right solution for the community, but existing
legislation although strict, allows for self-regulation
by the telecommunications industry and is therefore
open to being ignored by telecommunications service
providers.

Developments need to
fully consider the rural
nature of this area.

In order to best understand and categorise the community’s needs for telecommunications technology now and
for the future, a community questionnaire was framed by
the sub-committee and released 14 June 2012. Of 2500
mailings, approximately 290 members of the community
responded, and the responses analysed and presented to
Telstra and the Progress Association.
Telstra submitted a development application 27061 to
MBRC on 8 August 2012 for establishment of a telecommunications facility in Highvale. The public consultation
period to consider the application sought submissions by
the community from 15 October to 2 November 2012.
Simulation of proposed Telstra Tower location
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7.4 The way forward: our digital future
The community has an expressed need for telecommunications in the Valley to be driven by technology that
delivers high-speed, high-bandwidth applications of an
open platform type, unconstrained by traditional service
providers. The community requires the telecommunications system to be beyond basic email and Internet access,
and driven by high-bandwidth applications such as video
streaming, video conferencing, cloud services, e-education, e-government and e-health.
The community needs and deserves a communication
network that is suitable for purpose: one that is sustainably developed and provisioned, and will continue to
meet present and future demand of families, businesses
and schools in the area. It should be built for Samford and
surrounds in a way that is sensitive to the environment
and public amenity.

cloud services starts to break the boundaries of what was
accepted as normal only months ago.
Via ‘crowd-sourcing’ using the Internet, it is now possible
to put an idea for a product to a group dispersed worldwide, who in turn will commercialise the idea and have
it in production within days weeks or months, with the
originator simply receiving royalty payments. There is no
capital (or logistics) involved in crowd sourcing: just the
ability to communicate in real time via reliable high-speed
Internet.
Emerging technologies, which are often totally digital by
nature, will continue to transform how we will source,
procure, consume, work and collaborate into the future.
By taking advantage of the opportunities of digital

technologies and advocating for broadband services, we
are ensuring we and our children are not disadvantaged by
not having access to the tools and technologies that will
shape our world in the coming years.

7.4.1 Future fixed-line services
The National Broadband Network (NBN) is a developing
federal government-owned and initiated communications
network that, once completed, will run fibre optic cable
into 93% of Australian homes and businesses. The NBN
will provide speeds of up to 1 gigabyte per second through
FTTP (fibre to the premise) technology. In most cases,
the NBN will replace the existing copper wire-based
network owned by Telstra. Like the copper it replaces,

NBN’s fibre optic network will carry telephone, broadband and television services. These will be offered by retail
service providers such as Telstra, Optus, TPG, iiNet and
many others. The remaining 7% of premises will receive
12 megabits per second through either a satellite or other
wireless solution.
NBN Co – the company created by the federal government to build and operate the NBN – will not sell directly
to households, but instead will sell wholesale access to the
network on equal terms to all retail service providers.
Members of the Samford Telecommunications subcommittee met with the NBN Co in July 2012. The
NBN will be delivered to the majority of residents in the
area with fibre-to-the-premises (FTTP) technology. The
FTTP installation will commence in 2015.

Increasing the number of households and businesses in
the Samford Region that are connected to broadband
will deliver positive benefits to both families and communities through social, economic and environmental
development.
The digital economy strategy for the Samford region
needs to focus on an increased number of digital workforces, online engagement by not-for-profit organisations,
digital hubs, interactive community information screens,
increased access to online health and education and the
ability to stay competitive in this digital world.
The only way to achieve a successful digital future for the
Samford Region is through the establishment of quality
infrastructure that will provide reliable high-speed broadband to all homes, schools and businesses in the area.
Reliable high-speed Internet is already critical for the
delivery of, and access to, a vast array of products and
services.
The rate of change in technology has a high impact on
how we live our lives. Technologies that started as expensive commercial applications are now increasingly available to the everyday consumer.
An example of this is cloud storage. Cloud storage and
processing power is now an everyday tool for many of us.
We use it for banking, storing of photos and messaging,
and business people use it for processing complex algorithms for simulating performance of structure, components or imagery. The ability to use phones to access
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•

Ensure the Samford community gets a
telecommunication system that is suitable
for purpose, sustainably developed and
provisioned, and capable of continuing
to meet the present and future demand
of families, businesses and schools in the
area. It should be built for Samford and
surrounds and installed in a way that is
sensitive to the environment and amenity.

•

Continue to lobby for Samford and
surrounds to be connected to the NBN at
the earliest opportunity to ensure that there
continues to be growth, development and
prosperity of existing and newly developing
businesses, families, students, and educational facilities at an equivalent rate to all
other areas within Australia.

•

Reject the provision of secondary telecommunications towers using out-dated 3G
technology, which would preclude all
sections of the Samford community from
accessing sustainable telecommunications
services.

•

Ensure that the installation of additional
telecommunications facilities, including
towers, fully meets MBRC planning
guidelines by being visually unobtrusive,
established away from housing and uses the
latest communication technology.

•

What do I do if I can’t attend the
appointment?

premises and make decisions about the installation
for the installer.
Remember that if you authorise someone else to
be present on your behalf for your appointment

Ensure the Samford community gets a
telecommunications system that provides
more than basic email and Internet access,
and is capable of delivering high-bandwidth
applications such as video streaming, video
conferencing, cloud services, e-education,
e-government and e-health.

•

Install publicly accessible touch screen
technology and web-based technology in
Samford Village to enable locals and visitors
to be informed about Samford’s events,
attractions and capabilities.

Everyone’s future
Want to get involved or find out
more? Visit the website for further
resources, links and updated info.
www.samfordfutures.org

Improve what we already
have – but not drastically alter
what we have – it is unique
what we have in Samford, let’s
keep it that way.
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Sustainable
Samford
“The Samford Valley is considered
by some as one of the few ‘green
lungs’ of South East Queensland
and its community has always
embraced the need to be
environmentally friendly.”
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8.1 History and background

8.2 Existing activities and framework

The Samford Valley is considered by some as one of
the few ‘green lungs’ of South East Queensland and its
community has always embraced the need to be environmentally friendly. Many landowners, residents and visitors value Samford as a clean and green community with
a distinctive rural feel.

8.2.1 Current activities
Community-based groups and
government agencies have carried
out a number of activities in recent
years aimed at developing a more
sustainable Samford Valley.

Historically, the presence of farms, dairies and forests,
along with the activities of the CSIRO Pasture Research
facility, contributed to the sense of sustainability in
Samford. The more recent establishment of an environmental research facility by the Queensland University of
Technology has provided an added dimension.
The work of bushcare groups, local government, the local
branch of the Society for Growing Australian Plants,
schools and other community groups has helped with
the integration of social, economic and environmental
frameworks.
There have been other contributions in recent years via
the Samford Green Street program and the work of the
Pine Rivers Climate Action Network, which have facilitated a number of activities within the community. This
resulted in the winning of the Premiers Community
Climate Smart Award in 2010.

Samford really is a
‘green lung’ for our
region and we need to
keep it that way.
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Samford Green Street was the featured project in the
winning of the Premiers Community Climate Smart Award
in 2010 by the Pine Rivers Climate Action Network

Community-based groups and government agencies have
carried out a number of activities in recent years aimed
at developing a more sustainable Samford Valley. These
include:
•

The Samford Solar Neighbourhood organised the
bulk purchase of solar panels by the Samford community, with over 20% of households participating.

•

Special forums on climate change have been
conducted by the Rotary Club of Samford.

•

The Healthy Environment Group advocates for
changes to the use of pesticides and other harmful
products by government and the community.

•

The local branch of the Society for Growing Australian
Plants holds monthly meetings and twice-yearly free
propagation workshops and has been involved in
various plantings.

•

The Green Kitchen group holds monthly meetings of
people interested in preparing food sustainably.

•

Sustainable shopping tours have been conducted at
the local supermarket to give community members
some better insights about sustainable shopping
practices.

•

Four local schools engaged in household sustainability activity as part of the Samford Valley Green
Street Schools Challenge.

•

Film nights and forums have been held in the
community covering peak oil, water management
and food production.

•

The Green Street Café undertakes a process for
community engagement about sustainability and
practical outcomes are emerging.

•

Local government activities such as tree plantings,
sustainable sporting facilities and streetscaping
enhance the sustainability of Samford.

•

The Samford Local Growers comprises a group of
householders who meet regularly in each other’s
gardens to share ideas and fruit and vegetables.

Three Samford youngsters doing their
best for their school in the Samford
Green Street School Challenge,which
involved engaged hundreds of
households in ‘having a go at being
sustainable’.

Samford has its own group on the
Green Street website and has been
instrumental in promoting household
sustainability, community group
action and business sustainability,
including networking the community
to help during the Brisbane floods.
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•

The Samford Sustainable Business Precinct is a partnership between the Samford Chamber of Commerce
and the Green Street Team to establish a promotable
Green Street Business Precinct in Samford.

•

The Samford Tennis Club, Samford Soccer Club
and the Moreton Bay Regional Council and State
Government adopted sustainability policy and practice in the design and construction of a new tennis
centre and football precinct.

•

The Samford Green Street web group helps community members and businesses to find out their level of
sustainability and become part of a social network.
This provides networking opportunities for businesses, the community and special events, and during
emergencies such as the Brisbane Flood Relief effort.

8.2.2 Sustainability Hub
The Sustainability Hub – an idea proposed at one of
the Green Street Café events – is a partnership between
the Samford Farmer’s Hall and Samford Green Street to
establish a physical presence for connecting sustainabilityoriented groups and developing strategies and ideas.
Many of the sustainability-oriented groups in Samford
have joined the Hub, which is located at the rear of the
Farmers Hall. The Hub is also planning to have a presence
at the Samford Commons at Samford Commons.

The Samford Sustainable Business Precinct was launched in 2011 as a partnership of the Samford Chamber of Commerce and Samford Green Streets.

The objectives of the Hub are to provide:
•

space for community workshops relating to sustainable living and working

•

a collaborative organisation to facilitate sustainable
activity in Samford

•

a social space for interested people to meet

•

a place for a sustainability fair and a makers/providers
market

•

a display space for printed materials and office space
for participating groups

•

meeting space for groups interested in the goals of
the Hub

•

a public face for sustainability-oriented organisations
via signage.

8.3 Community aspirations
8.3.1 Key benefits of sustainability
Encourage bike tracks,
community transport, buses,
car pooling, electric buses,
cars by-pass around village;
use solar and alternative
energy in village.

The key benefits of leading a more sustainable lifestyle
include:
•

The lowering of carbon emissions will benefit households and businesses and the community and region
generally.

•

Samford’s status as one of the ‘green lungs’ for the
region will be enhanced and the sustainable living
and working ethos will attract people and businesses
to the district and region.

•

People feeling healthy and have a great sense of wellbeing and sense of providing ethical stewardship for
the generations ahead.

•
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Twilight markets are proposed to begin in 2013

The development of a more sustainable local
economy, which benefits the community and attracts
and benefits visitors.
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Our vision for action
Short to medium term (1–3 years)
•

Further develop the Samford Sustainability
Hub, including the renovation of the space
to provide better access to the facility and its
activities.

•

Promote and develop the involvement of
the wider community in the Samford Green
Street project via the Samford Group on the
website www.greenstreet.net.au.

•

Further develop the newly established
Sustainable Business Precinct.

•

•

Present learning and development activities
for the general community and businesses
on household/business sustainability and
changing behaviour around sustainability.

Facilitate the establishment of more businesses in Samford that focus on the sale of
sustainable products and services.

•

Facilitate Sustainable School Challenges and
Sustainable Community Challenges.

•

Develop and adopt a set of sustainability
principles in consultation with the wider
community

•

Help establish a sustainability and arts
resource centre and an urban food culture
project at the Samford Parklands, to be
known as the Samford Commons (see
Chapters 1 and 5)

•

Implement a project to replace the use of
plastic bags by Samford businesses.

•

Develop an online presence of the newly
established Sustainability Hub to enable
improved access and information by the
community and businesses, including a
community radio with online capacity.

•

Continue to hold café style events to enable
the community to discuss practical sustainability activity.

•

Take action to reduce the harmful use of
products in households and on properties and
public space.

•

Engage community and business groups in
collaborative activity regarding energy use,
water use and waste management.

Long term (1–10 years)
•

Develop and implement a Sustainability
Transition Plan in the Valley.

•

Establish a School of Sustainability at the
Samford Commons Support the implementation of the D’Aguilar Biosphere project.

Everyone’s future
Want to get involved or find out more? Visit the website for further resources, links
and updated info.
www.samfordfutures.org
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Community
groups
Their short and
long-term plans in
the Valley
Many community groups in the
Samford Valley have been active
for decades and all have shaped the
valley as it is today in a variety of
ways.
It was important for Samford
Futures to engage with this very
important part of the community.
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What we did

Groups who participated

Samford Futures representatives made personal contact
with many community, sporting and services groups to
explain the Samford Futures Process and to ask two key
questions:

•

Samford and District Show Society

•

Samford Farmers Hall

•

Samford Retirement Village

1. What are your 1–3 year plans?

•

Samford Museum and Historical Society

2. What are your 3–10 year plans?

•

Samford Country Women’s Association

•

Samford Slab Hut

•

Samford Catholic Church

•

St Paul’s Anglican Church

•

Samford Valley Community Church

•

Samford Rangers Football Club

•

Samford Stags Rugby League Club

•

Samford Tennis Club

•

Samford Valley Pony Club

•

Samford RSL

•

Rotary Club of Samford Valley

•

Samford Bowls Club

•

Samford Lions Club

•

The Highlands Recreation Reserve Trust

•

Society for Growing Australian Plants (Samford
Branch)

•

Samford and Districts Chamber of Commerce

Samford has great
community spirit derived
from its rural history and
ability to maintain its
identity independent of
Brisbane city.
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This list is by no means all-inclusive, but rather represents a cross section of groups active in the valley. Future
opportunities for other groups to become involved will be
encouraged.
What became clear after speaking with many group representatives were the existing interconnections that exist
throughout the Samford Valley and the future opportunity for partnerships and collaboration.
One example of a future partnership is
the upcoming native plantings at Samford
Partnerships and
Parklands (due in 2013) and the RSL
connections =
Walk of Honour (planned for 2015) that
community!
will complement each other so well. Both
involve community participation and
the planting of trees on either side of the
northern entrance to the village. It’s not hard to see that
volunteers involved in the native plantings planned for
the area near the Samford Bowling Club would be only
too happy to be available for assistance with the RSL
project if required. The pieces are in place to form a great
partnership sharing some common goals.
Another example of these connections is evident in the
Show Society seeking ways to increase the use of their
extensive facilities at Highvale and that there are some
new groups looking for a ‘home’.
It became evident that all groups have plans for improvement and are moving forward – a healthy sign of a vibrant
community and an exciting future.
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Combined community responses
The following is a snapshot of the short- and long-term plans and goals from some of Samford’s community groups.
Community Group

1-3 year plans

3-10 year plans

Samford & District Show
Society Inc.

Continue to support and develop the Samford Show as the premier annual event.

Consolidate the success of the Samford Show and the
wonderful infrastructure at the site and develop ideas to
make use of this community resource throughout the year.

Continue to support the use of the area for regular users such as Riding for the Disabled and the Samford Equestrian Group.
Create ways to reinvigorate community involvement in the valley.
Plans for new infrastructure such as new toilets and a new pavilion with higher ceilings and more versatility than the existing. These have
been subject to a Master Planning process with Moreton Bay Regional Council and are progressing. Finance will be the key issue.

Work with Community groups such as Lions and Rotary
and the Progress Association, etc.

The Showgrounds site is a large community resource, which could be used for a wide range of activities, and the Show Society is keen to
have this conversation.

Samford Farmers Hall

We see the Hall and its precinct as the focal civic centre of the Samford Village. We aim to keep the Hall relevant to modern community
needs, while maintaining its historic appearance and history.
We have recently added a lift to assist disabled access to the top floor. We are currently planning a new staircase to the side of the Farmers
Hall, which will be done in conjunction with a new pathway to link the front of the building to the side and rear of the Farmers Hall. Peter
Booth has been asked to provide concept drawings for these works.
We also wish to improve the appearance of the front gardens of the hall precinct. We are looking at adding a seating area and or a piece of
historic machinery relevant to Samford’s rural history. The local branch of the Society for Growing Australian Plants has offered to assist
with replanting this area.
We are hopeful these works can be completed in the next 6–12 months.

Samford Retirement Village

The completion of six to eight new houses being built on the land. These residential homes, tailored to retirement living, provide an
opportunity for aged residents to continue to enjoy the benefits of living in the Samford Valley without having to leave family and friends.

Include a total of 102 new units. These units will provide
even more flexibility for aged residents to live in the valley
and allow for more choice between style and size of units.

Samford Museum and
Historical Society

The Museum sees an opportunity to create a stronger link with John Scott Park. We envisage an improved flow of people from one space to
another if a more inviting entrance was positioned on the park entrance where the land is flatter. The existing path from the road entrance
is tricky for wheelchairs, walkers and people with walking aids and is slippery in the wet. As most of their visitors are aged, it is a significant
risk.

The Museum would like to see the Bocce lawn moved
slightly to allow ‘Ring Cottage’ to be placed where the
Bocce lawn currently is. This building is currently situated
at the roundabout at Mt Glorious Rd and functions as
accommodation B&B style. A verbal agreement for its
removal at some later date has been made with the owner
and this building could become the ‘Samford Information
Centre’.

A new train carriage has been brought into the valley by Ven. This will be representative of the actual carriages (and maybe even is an actual
carriage) that made the trip along the tracks and has been sited opposite the museum and is home to a new commercial business.
Log loading occurred at the trees where park entrance could be located and would form a point of interest.
The museum would like 20 metres more of the park to make an entrance road and circular turn where small buses could park on the flat.

Samford Country Women’s
Association

Village signage – rural style. Not too small. Key historic uses of the valley were timber, bananas and dairy so something to reflect the valley’s
past where applicable would be good. These elements should be reflected in streetscape if possible but done stylishly, not tacky.

The Museum hopes that MBRC funding or community
grant funding could pay the salary of one person who
could ultimately keep an eye on the Museum and the
Information Centre.

Working towards building a higher profile in the valley.

Long-term plan to attract younger members is appealing.

Looking to maybe include a craft group, as in other CWA groups in Qld.
Always striving to meet the needs of the members.
Very happy with the building and the central position in the village. It serves them very well.
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Community groups

Community Group

1-3 year plans

3-10 year plans

Samford Slab Hut

Very happy with our position in the village even though extending is impossible due to restrictions of building over heritage railway site and
sewerage manhole.

Wouldn’t mind a bit more space in the future if at all
possible.

Planning a community function in John Scott Park, focusing on arts and crafts; will be on a Saturday from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Sub-group called Quirky Quilters creates beautiful quilts that are often donated to charities. To date they have raised $27,000.00. This will
continue as long as the quilters remain keen.

Samford Catholic Church

No plans for extra buildings on the site.
Some landscaping planned to make the car park more usable.
Columbarium to store ashes of loved ones to be built at the back of the church. (This will look a bit like a wall.)

St Pauls Anglican Church

St Paul’s is currently undergoing a process of evaluation and from this there will be plans for the future. Unfortunately, nothing has been
decided yet.

The church is aware that the Dept of Main Roads has the
option of reclaiming some land along the road to widen
the street from two lanes to three or four at some time in
the future, but pretty sure that won’t be for ages.
Unfortunately nothing as yet decided.

We would like to continue on with the successful markets and build on the wonderful local community feel of that gathering.
The church has no plans for extending and we are happy in our central location.

Samford Valley Community
Church

We are currently doing a planning process within the church to determine some future steps regarding our buildings and facilities. Our
intention is that what ever we do on our site will be beneficial to the community and will value add to what is needed locally and regionally.
A particular focus of youth and families and supporting community need is high on our agenda.

Samford Rangers Football
Club

We plan to provide spectator seating and shade structures at our new grounds at Samford Parklands.

We hope to provide new clubhouse facilities at Samford
Parklands. We also hope to have a couple of new playing
fields at Samford Parklands.

Samford Stags Rugby League
Club

Field lighting upgrade has been completed, which will improve player safety.

Council have confirmed a longer term plan is to provide
separate training field to relieve the load of having only
one field to service training and playing for junior teams.

Samford Tennis Club

Provide a new sealed car park giving members and guests individual safer parking – reducing dust and enhancing the entrance to Cash
Oval.
Total field resurface – including drainage and sprinkler system providing a neat tidy attractive playing and training surface.

Plans to construct a new entrance to the clubhouse
making to more accessible for members and guests.

Intend to resurface the Village tennis courts. This will lead to a Saturday afternoon competition with clubs being accepted now for
competition starting 2013.

At the Samford Parklands courts we are planning to create
a children’s play area with shade sails and extra play areas.
Long-term goal is for extra courts.

Samford Valley Pony Club

We continue to build on the strength of an energetic, growing club.
We plan to continue building community awareness of horses on the roads and promote a horse friendly area. This will improve safety for
horses and riders.

To continue to provide an opportunity for members to
enjoy riding at well equipped facilities in the Samford
Valley

The recently installed lights have allowed riding to continue into the evenings and nights. This has opened up new opportunities for
members to use the grounds after work.
Massive amount of work has been done on the cross-country course to help reduce damage from future flooding. (This course is one of
only three pony club cross country courses in South-East Qld and is a great asset to the community.)
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Community groups

Community Group

1-3 year plans

3-10 year plans

Samford RSL

The proposed ‘Avenue of Honour’ that will extend from Burton Lane to the new soccer grounds in the Samford Parklands precinct is
the only plan that the RSL has for the next 3 years. This project is slated for ‘opening’ on ANZAC day 2015. The project is still in
development stage and no images are available.

Rotary Club of Samford
Valley

Participating with the Samford Lions Club and Samford Museum on the RSL Avenue of Honour Project (Stage 1).

Stage 2 – Avenue of Honour Project.

Active support each year with the Samford Show, Christmas in the Village, School Fete, Australia Day Citizenship, Ceremony and other
community organisations.

Working with Council on future enhancements to Rotary
Undambi Park including additional revegetation projects.

Organising the ‘Signatures’ Art Exhibition to be held at Topiaries in early 2013.

Samford Bowls Club

Samford District Bowls Club has been providing a sporting facility to the people of the Samford District since 1948. With commitment
and hard work by many volunteers over 64 years, we continue to offer a welcoming, caring Club for people of all ages to enjoy.
We own our land and Clubhouse. Although now located within the Samford Parklands, we have not been part of the Samford Parkland
development where many millions of dollars have been spent. We are constantly working to improve our Club to make it more appealing to
other community groups or private individuals to consider hiring it for their larger functions. We can seat 130 for dinner with bar facilities
and a commercial kitchen. When our road entrance from Mt Samson Road was realigned with the construction of the Netball/Tennis
complex we lost the front entrance to our Clubhouse. However, with the recent construction of a new portico over our back entrance we
now have a gracious, welcoming front door.

We thought the development of the Samford Parklands
would afford the Bowls Club the opportunity to bring
more people to our Club.
We sincerely hope we will be bowling at Samford
for many years. We are in a strong position and our
wonderful members continue to volunteer to handle a
multitude of tasks.

We look for opportunities to showcase the Samford District Bowls Club with Village Bowls (Business Bowls), Barefoot Bowls, U3A ‘Learn
to Bowl’ classes, as well as offering membership to those wishing to become more skilful at our game.

Samford Lions Club

Role of the Club: Lions is a volunteer organisation that responds to a need or crisis as and when such need or crisis occurs to the extent that
each particular club and members are able to administer.

The Highlands Recreation
Reserve Trust

The land was set aside in 1924 as part of the Soldier Settlement. We aim to continue as a cricket ground and public recreation area into the
future. The trust was established in 1934.
We want to replace the fence on the northern boundary, put a verandah on the shed and provide sight boards.

Society for Growing
Australian Plants (Samford
Branch)

This year will be our 25th anniversary. Our immediate priority is to assist our co-sponsors with the revegetation of the area of the Samford
Parklands close to the creek behind the Bowl’s Club using native species found at the nearby Ward’s Scrub at Highvale. This is an extremely
rare remnant of lowland rainforest and contains some species that are uncommon in the Samford district (such as Niemeyera antiloga,
Drypetes deplanchei and Bosistoa transversa). The revegetated area will feature educational signage.

Provide help to the Samford Show Society who have
expressed interest in revegetating a few acres of creekside
land alongside the Showgrounds with native vegetation.

We are involved in Samford’s ‘Sustainability Hub’. Our contribution is to encourage the use of native plants in gardens and public spaces.
As part of the Hub activities, we intend to sponsor and help plant a display garden of native plants at the front in the Farmer’s Hall in Main
Street, Samford. This project is currently at the planning stage.

Samford and Districts
Chamber of Commerce

The Chamber will continue networking to facilitate business-to-business activity.
We will continue our partnership with Samford Green Street to extend the Sustainable Business Precinct.
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Working groups
Chapter 1 Samford Parklands
Coordinator: Jo Wilkinson
Group members
Gillian Blacket, Maria Bukala, Adrienne Hopkins, Susan
Jack, David Kelly, Peter Storer, Amanda Weaver and Mel
Wilkinson.
Other contributors
Sharon Hepburn, Colin Loechel, Mark Power and Jan
Roche. Photographs kindly supplied by Dianne Hodge,
Mel Wilkinson, Peter Storer and Peter Booth. Sulinski
Booth Architects for architectural and planning advice
and drawings.

Other contributors
Special thanks to Dianne Hodge and Cathy Appleton
for photographs and help with graphics and Roby
and Lyndall Lazar for photographs. Thanks also to
our wonderful local artists for their artworks and
the arts community in general for their support and
encouragement.

Chapter 5 Sustainable food culture

Chapter 4 People movement

Other contributors
Volker Jahnke (education), Luke Zambelli (soil
testing), Dick Copeland (community development and
education strategy), Anthony Foo (soil management),
Rob Fenton (education), Howard Nielsen (community
development), Shawn Wright (planning), Dave Rule
(education). Some photographs provided by Dave Kelly
of the Courier Mail.

Coordinator: Daniel Nordh
Group members: Trails
Trails: Anne Sulinski, Kate Couper, Gillian Duncan and
Mark Roberts

Coordinator: Peter Kearney
Group members
Peter Kearney, Susan Volz, Jenni Guse, Charmaine
Ferreira, Greg Paynter, Jerry Marston, Rob Pekin, Jeremy
Williams, Cameron Neil, Christine King.

Chapter 2 Development of the Valley and
Village identity

Public Transport: Martin Byrne, Michael Campbell,
Harry Audus, Christine Wayne, Bruce Kimball, Gillian
Blacket, Katherine Mappas and Lyndsay Barton

Coordinator: Peter Booth

Traffic Improvements: Bob Wightman

Group members
Peter Quigley, Pauline Reed, Howard Nielsen, John
Atkinson and Venn.

Other contributors
Trails: Fay Benjamin, Maria Bukala, Bob Millar and
Steve Arden. Trail photographs courtesy of Maja Stocker
and Neil Innes.

Coordinator: Howard Nielsen

Traffic: Trevor Walker and Samford State School Safety
Committee, Kevin Manderson, Geoff Wilson and
former Queensland Government (Transport), Bob Millar
and MBRC Deena Taylor. Traffic photographs courtesy
of Peter Booth, Scott Andrews (Village photographer)
and Samford Museum (photographs and historic data).

Other contributors
Volker Jahnke, Bob Hannam. Video and photographic
work by Paul Bishop and Scott Andrews. Web design
by Caboodle Web Design. Architectural advice and
drawings by Peter Booth.

Other contributors
Jim Ceccato, Ross Pickering, Frank Assink. Sulinski
Booth Architects for architectural and planning advice
and drawings.

Chapter 3 The arts
Coordinator: Wendy Bailye
Group members
The following members of @creativesamford: Bruce
Jones, Dianne Hodge, Roby and Lyndall Lazar, Karen
Dunshea, Cathy Appleton, Daisy Bradford, Peter Booth,
Shan Wood, Lorraine Emerson and Jenny Redmond.
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Public transport: Professor Phil Heywood, Tristan Peach,
Brisbane Bus Lines, Translink and QUT Students (Peta
Chapman, Jamie Cluff, Corina Hibberd, Tristan Miles,
Shaghyegh Rezaee, Kloe Robinson and Tracey Smith.

Chapter 6 Community participation and
decision making
Group members
John Atkinson, Peter Quigley and Pauline Reed.

Chapter 7 Telecommunications and digital
futures
Coordinator: Robyn Stephenson
Group members
Rachel Stokes (chapter author), Greg Brown (chapter
author), Ben Phillips, Howard Nielsen and John
Atkinson.

Chapter 8 Sustainable Samford
Coordinator: Howard Nielsen
Group members
Volker Jahnke, Peter Booth, Carolyn King, Bob
Hannam, Bruce Jones, Barbara Brown, Jude Williams,
Monique Davies and Lesley Hughes.
Other contributors
Jo Wilkinson, Mel Wilkinson, Peter Storer, Jeremy
Williams, Wendy Bailye, Ania Mystek, Aaron Barton,
Peter Kearney, John Clark, Darren Leng and Anne
Sulinski. Web design and video production by Caboodle
Web Design. Video production by Paul Bishop and
Fabian Mansouri.

Community groups
Coordinator: Jo Wilkinson
Other contributors
Photographs courtesy of Sam Wilkinson.
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Everyone’s future
Want to get involved or find out more?
Visit the website for further resources,
links and updated information.

www.samfordfutures.org
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